Vaviventt 


i aNitvayitvayitvayl 


aX 


ANiTaNItYaNil 


Naive 


7) 


4 


\Y@\ Yay liVavvevliVe\ivevivar 


” 
i“ 


V1i7a\li7aViavilY@nilavivavl YaxliYax 


vaviiveyi 


te 


VavlYaviYaviiy 


‘livayl 





ee eee ee 


| eke 





CONGREGATIONAL LIB 


T2312 


14 BEACON ST 2 FL 


JAN T 27 
BOSTON 


$$ 











Copytight, 1926, by The Sanday School Times Co. Entered at the post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 


—_— 
_ 


thi 





chool Cimes 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa, 


Philadelphia, January 30, 1926 


Vol, Sixty-eight. No. 5 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 68 





Notes on Open Letters: 


Should We “Let God Do It All’? ..... oveeoee 
Astrology and the Christian: ......ssssceccceescnceerees 
When Henrik Schartau Shook’ Sweden, - By .Ernest 


Paolo on Grace and Grace : 
Preaching Under Difficulties in Belgium, By Edith F. pe 


The Home He Wants Us to Live In. 


Lessons for February 14 in this Issue 
Lesson 7.—Jesus the Good Shepherd. John 10: 1-30, 





GHOPGOR. «Sinn ss cones ckve cae cdeces cco cuss Cbped ce conse Kuch ees +» 59 
60 


PPUUTRPTOTTICTOOEEE TEE eee eee ee 


By Mrs. F. Howard 


Taylor  acscccocece debe ceeesecovcessqmesovessoce pec cevccece 
Preparing More Than May Be Needed. By A. Louise 

Ebersbach  ....scccccescesces ebeshcee cba nc bvarccrg eet see tees 
The A B C of Fishing for Men. 
International Uniform Lesson 
Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. 
Children at Home 
Girls’ Problems of To-day. Discussed by Mother Ruth 67 
For Family Worship .....+++ ge oeovevobye PEON sees eS bveee veneers 68 


Norton 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 66 


See ee eter eee eeeseeeeHetesesereserwbeeeseser 








OOD advertising costs the user of it nothing, in 

fact he profits from it. It.is the aim of The 

Sunday School Times by careful scrutiny to publish 
only such profitable advertising. 

















Unmoor the Boat 
By W. I. Coburn 


It was the day after hearing of the ram that told 
of: Mr. Dinwiddie’s death in India that Editor cead 
the manuscript of this beautiful message in verse. It 
seemed_as though our beloved brother were speaking. 
HE tide isin. Far up the shore Y 
The bounteous deeps their waters pour ; 
The time has come and I would float 
Out and away. Unmoor the boat. 


I peer across the boundless space; 
Outline of shore I cannot trace ; 
But this I know, that distant land 
Is not to me a foreign strand. 


I hear a voice. I think I know 

Who calls to me and bids me go; 
We've known each other many a year 
And faithful He. Speak not of fear. 


Teil not of wrecks and hidden rock; | 
Tell not of storms and winds that mock, 
No ill can ever come to me 
With Him, on land or any sea, 


The scenes of earth begin to fade, 

As when the evening drops its shade ; 
This world of. sense grows dim, but clear 
On other shore the lights appear. 


_My soul is filled with summer calm ; 
Some choir within sings evening psalm ; 
’Tis twilight; through my temple-soul 
Angelic songs triumphant roll. 


As falls a little child asleep - 

On mother’s breast, upon the deep 

Of God’s great will I’ll peaceful float 
To friendly shores. Unmoor the boat. 








How to See God ects 


‘Spiritual sight comes to the eye of the heart and 
not of the mind. The ancient king Charlemagne used 
to establish his royal capital row in one city and now 
in another. In times past the prince ef this world 


has had his throne in one place and another, in Rome 


imperial and Rome ecclesiastical, in godless formalism, 
and the like. And now Satan seems to be attempting 
to establish his throne in the human intellect; . But ‘the 
words of our Lord as he began. the Sermon ‘on ‘the 
Mount are still true, “Blessed are the pure in heart; 
for they shall see God.” In a sermon on ‘this text: by 
the late Dr. Griffith Thomas, hitherto ‘unpublished, in 
the current number, of the Moody Monthly; he ‘said: 


seseseeee SS iS reason, sees God. 
but this cannot be.” 
way he sees not only who God is, but what God does, 
and he is satisfied with the vision, 


While There Is Time 


62 and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, : r 
By William H. Richie 62 and being deceived.” This is the Holy Spirit’s message desires, and this word about bearing much fruit comes 
immediately after the word: “If ye abide in me, ‘and 

“perilous times” of which this passage speaks are my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it 
growing more perilous. As never before, men now “re- 
sist the truth.” 
children, many of vision’ throughout the world, like 
» Miss Christabel Pankhurst, who are seeing. things as 
they really are, and are sounding a challenging call to 
“work the works of Him’ who has commissioned the 
Church, “while it is day; the night cometh, when no 
man can work.” 
ing more offensive to the unsaved world and the apos- 4 
tate church, all the time. Undoubtedly doors that are that God wishes us to take for granted. 
what our Lord meant, when the question of the final 

“Yea, and all that home of the soul and the personality of the Father 
were at issue, as he said; “If it were not*so, I would 


63-66 to the Church of to-day (2 Tim. 3:1, 13). 


Many would reverse the order, 
When a man sees God in this 


ax 


“This know also, that in the last days... evil men 


The 


But God has raised up, among his 


The “offense” oft the Cross is grow- 


now open for the Gospel will be closed later on, — 
perhaps sooner than we think. 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” - 


An ambassador of Christ in a foreign field writes to a have told you”? f 
in the will of God and in the name of Christ to peti- 


friend, concerning the situation in the world, and the 


shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). 
isfied only with the 
grace. 


with God. it is safe. 


“It is especially noticeable that this [the sight of God] bring dust and never carry the gold nuggets, they ex- 
is through the heart and not through the mind. The plain that they dare not take the nuggets away: “They 
eye of the heart is purity, and this sees God first, and are the mothers, and if we carried them away, soon 
it is only afterward that the eye of the mind, which there would be no dust for us to use.” “How like these 
i Tibetans are some of us Christians,” said Mrs. Taylor; 
“we come to God in prayer and go away sadly satis- 
fied with so little, when’ 
out his rich gifts in abundance.” 
tented” was the accusation written against a certain 
American city when it submitted to the control of evil 
politicians, 
tion, but there is a subtle temptation to be “poor and 
contented,” — satisfied with poverty in our Christian 
lives and service. 


is able and eager to pour 
“Corrupt and con- 


Christians cannot be content with corrup- 


It is “much” fruit that our Lord 


Let us be sat- 
abundant riches of our Lord's 
For only thus is he satisfied with us. 


“<x 


Whit May We Take for Granted? 


Taking things for granted with men is risky, but 
Indeed, there are some things 
Is not this 


It is right for us in prayer offered 


shortness of time: “I believe this truth needs to be tion for a very definite “anything”; but, with a God 


flamed abroad so that the Church may see that His 
words are true. Let us pray, pray, pray, and work, 
work, work, and trust, trust, trust, and then He will 
work, ahd none can hinder Him.” 


or” 


“Sadly Satisfied” 

Every Christian who prays should be satisfied 
only with that which is exceeding abundantly above 
all that he can ask or think. It is a real tragedy if 
we are satisfied to go away from the presence of the 
Lord and take with us a mere pittance, when his riches 
untold are ours for the taking. Mrs. Heward Taylor, 
of the China Inland Mission, has told of the=frabit of 
men from Tibet who come to China to shop, bringing | 
wit} them, tied up in a handkerchief, their little bundles 
of gold dust. .Their land has a rich supply of gold, 
and when these traders are asked why they always 


who is as rich as our God, all the “anythings” we 
could ever think to ask for would not be all that he 


wants to give. us, and so he said, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added.”” We may always take it for 
granted that he will do better than our, vill of particu- 
lars. How splendidly Elijah took it for granted that 
the fire would fall from heaven on his“altar only and 
not on Baal’s!° How splendidly - Paul: fook it for 
granted that Euroclydon could: not ‘destroy his life 
when. God had told him that he would yet preach in 
Rome. When God pledges himself to meet our needs, 
we know that they are granted,—so we “take them 
for-granted.” In a day“when doubt is raging about 
us Hike a tempest, we may well find a-shelter from it 
in the assuring words of our Lord, “If it were not 50, 
I would have told you.” “The secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God: but thosé things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children.” 


Vertical Help 


HERE is: hardly an area in Christian literature 
; where one more feels, or feels more constantly, 
the warmth of the Gospel than in the prayers of 
Joseph Parker. And yet he had no genius for friend- 
ship, and most of his life was spent im his home and 
its circle where he prepared ceaselessly for hisintimacy 
with “the. great congregation.” “It is told of him also 
that Saturday nights he was likely to regalee himself 
with the early Methodists and their writings to catch 
their fesvor. And he caught it. ‘So when you look 
into Parker’s prayers you always feel yourself in the 
presence of a genial warmth. The: Lord God was 
certainly a sun to him, ‘ 
And yet with all this notable absence of chill in his 
ublic devotions, he had to confess a strange thing for 
himself. Confessicn is good for the soul, and the soul 
in its depths and desertions has often done as much to 
kindle and encourage as it has on thé ‘heights. The 
world needs. more confession.’ We. shall never get 
back on the right, road ‘until we have it. “Men are very 
boastful to-day, and one would suppose that they were 
more than satisfied with themselves if there did not lie 
behind us a-vast mass of testimony, forever slowly in- 
creasing, about the peacelessriess and misery and. de- 
spair -which may be but an inch’ below the surface. 
If Joseph Parker, with all the ‘life-long cultivation 
of his spirit, had to say what he did, how much-more 
must other men. And what he said was this: “I have 
known what it was to be forsaken as thoroughly as any. 
man ever did, when there was no help to be found any- 


where, -at least no lateral help, but it was then that I 
found out that there was such aething as vertical help.” 
Looking to every side, to every man or friend or natural] 
resource he knew, he could find nothing. And then 
when in all those directions there, was no helper, at 
last he looked up, and, there was one direction from 
which mg might come, from.above and straight down. 

Vertical help! It was nothing but. a figure of speech, 
but how often a metaphor has furnished a motive for 
us when until it came weecould not stir. Christ used 
the parable to: empower people. George Matheson 
makes the distinction between “marvelous” help (in 
connection with the verse, “he was marvelously helped 
until he was strong’) and “natural” help. Vertical 
help is marvelous ‘help, and natural help is in the men 
by our side; just like ourselves and on our own level, 
or the handy and obvious things by whose aid we can 
so often for a while forget our terrible deficiencies. 
Then the day comes when these aids fail us, and noth- 
ing in human history is so important or- so interesting 
as that day. With the turning of what had seemed 


to us but a familiar corner where we would find-all . 


things the same, suddenly there comes the experience 
of .“no lateral help,” none at all from the things or 
people around us. 
Said one of the least attentive of men: “All in a day 
I found that the ordinary props on which I had -de- 
ded all my life had fallen away from me. I found 
Thad nothing to. depend upon and nothing to live for, 


and I walked the streets for days. ~The world I had 


oe dclagia tk grtle ss = aeaall 
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lived in and that had seemed so sufficient had fallen 
away from me and forsakén me, and no other had 
formed around me to take its place.” Lateral help 
had been enough hitherto, but now it all failed him, and 
he said to himself, “It must be that what I need is that 
thing that mem call faith in Christ.” 

Often we turn upon our fellow men and blame them 
for not giving what they have not to give. They are 
just as kind and neighborly as they ever were before. 
ey have not changed. If our needs keep on the old 
levels, there is much they cam do for us, and they are 
glad to. But let the needs beconte heart-breaking, and 
even those who have always felt they had a genius 
for friendship will be surprised to find how little their 
closest friends can do for them. The friend who has 
been nearest to you, and of whom you felt sure that he 
would understand and share your “deepest distress,” 
has hardly anything to give that will answer your 
need. He has to turn you back upon yourself. He 
seems indifferent, but is really just ‘what he always 
was. He has nothing to match your need. It is in 
such experiences, when one has not thought the thing 
through, that many a man has become a cynic about 
his kind. In reality the people around him are just 
what they always were. But they never had what we 
need just now. ' 

It is One of the sorest spots in human experience 
when the heart that has leaned heavily upon and 
trusted much to the help of friends suddenly finds that 
resource closed, In that mood and discovery we often 
form judgments and take courses that’ change and 
embitter ali the rest of life. Often it is not that friends 
have failed us, but only that we have put upon them 
what they were never meant to bear. It is weil that 
we have. leaned heavily on human help. It is well 
that we have let our fellow men minister to us, and that 
we have loved the warmth and cheer and support 
they can give. Though it is seldom quoted that way, 
still we may be justified in so quoting it, in support 
of the need of human sympathy: “‘He that loveth not 
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his brother whom he hath seen, 
whom he hath not seen?” Thj 
help” may be a veritable trai 
And the one who has known 
worth fhay painfully become 
all the relief and power of t 

The chill that fell someti 
and his rediscovery of “verti 
much to’do with that warm- 
was noted. It is not in the 
nothing except lateral help 
heartedness and glow. 

This moment when men seem’to fail us, a desolat- 
ing moment in our life, is to be dealt with carefully. 
The main point is not that they have failed us. We 
may dwell too long on that. Life’s pathway is strewn 
with failures who never see anything but that and 
are hypnotized with it forever. It is God’s sufficiency 
that is the main point, and the whole discipline of- life 
> mg to bring us to that. Let the disillusioned and 
one 
is all there is in it. Perhaps it was high time they 
failed. A little more of success in that direction and 
we might have been dwarfed forever through low 
satisfactions. The time for divine help, vertical help, 
has drawn nigh. We need to know the time of our 
visitation. 

How many a time have those who have learned a 
little of this had to learn more. They have been weaned 
from looking around, and once again have looked up, 
and peace and power have poured down into their 
hearts again. Often it is not until all other directions 
have closed that we are willing to look in this direc- 
tion. And the best that we get from lateral help, from 
the people by our side, comes from those who on their 
part, in ways and because of experiences we know 
nothing about, have known how to let the vertical 
help come down ‘into their souls. Parker’s warmth 
may yet be ours if we will let the same needs as his 
bring us to the same Source of cheer and help. 





ér “vertical help.” 
full what it was 

ter fitted to. know 

from above. 


of those who know 
at we find that high- 





Should We “Let God Do It All”? 


There was a problem in my life for a long time; al- 
though I believe I was fully surrendered to the Lord, 


I did ‘not have: victory, I believed in the slogan of 
“letting God do it all,” and yet, why should we? Is 
there nothing we can do when we are faced by a defi- 
nite temptation? It seems to me that the real issue 
is obscured by that statement,~at least, it was so 
in my life, and now I realize that it kept me in Satan’s 
power for many years. 

The times when I got the victory were always when it 
came through my own action, by the definite guiding of 
the Spirit. 

Is: not every real conversion a victory, and does not 
such a one surrender his will to God? —and yet that 
would help him little if he did’ot at the same time, or 
at some time, use his wil! aiid step out. Isi:not that 
“working together with God’? ? 

From my own experience I feel that there may be 
others who areskept out of victory because they do not 
use their surrendered wills. \Of course, there seems to 
be a mystery here.—A California Reader. 


This interesting letter raises one of the most vital 
and practical points in the life of the Christian. It 
is a problem that has sorely troubled or baffled great 
numbers of God’s children. It may seem to be a subtle 
or mysterious matter,—the distinction between “let- 
ting God do it all,” and on the other hand using our 
God-given wills.. Yet when once we see the teaching of 
*Scripture on this whole question, —and the Scripture 
does make it plain, —the subtlety and mystery disap- 
pear, and our duty and privilege are so plain that a lit- 
tle child can enter in fully, happily, and victoriously, 

We are to let God do all that he alone can do, Ob- 
viously, it is a mistake for us to attempt to do that 
which only God can do. Therefore we are to take 
our hands off from that which God’s hands alone are 
able to deal with. 

And what is it that God alone can do? 

For one thing,. only God can save men from the 
death-penalty of .their sins. God the Son did this, in 
his death and resurrection, as man’s Substitute and 
Saviour. . We cannot earn our salvation by any’ ef- 
forts or works or will power of our own. | Ginful 
man’s salvation is exclusively God’s work; and, after 
it was “finished,” then God offered it, and. is still of- 
fering it, to all who will receive it as His free gift, 
“For the wages of.sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6: 
23). We cannot co-operate with God to save our- 
selves; he had to do it all, or it would never have been 
done. This is made very clear. in another passage of 
Scripture: “To him that WoRKETH NOT, but BELIEVETH 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). Faith, here and al- 
ways, is letting God do for us that which we cannot 
do for. ourselves, — and, still more, believing that God 
has done or is doing it. 





The story is told of a Christian woman who was 
talking with a friend who was not a Christian, and 
said, “There is a wide difference between your religion 
and mine.” 

“How is that?” asked the other. 

“Your religion,’ said the Christian, “has only two 
letters in it, and mine has four.” 

“What do you mean?” asked the other. 

“Why, your religion,” said the Christian, “is D-O, 
whereas mine is D-O-N-E.” , 

The unsaved person saw the precious,- simple truth 
of the Gospel, and was saved, by ceasing to attempt 
% do what only God could do, and what was already 
one. 

This is clear enough, perhaps, as related to God’s 
saving us,- by the death and resurrection of CRHrist, 
from hell, the second death, the eternal death-penalty 
of our sins. It is called justification by faith. But 
the Scriptures make it equally plain that the other two 
parts or tenses of our salvation are also exclusively 
God’s work. 

Only God could save us from the death-penalty of 
our sins; and only God can save us from sinning, after 
we are saved from death. “For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his,Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by his life’ (Rom. 5:10). God's grace, not our works, 
alone is the secret of our sanctification, or our present 
victory over sin. Andeour faith im God’s working, not 
our works for him, is the secret of this victory in 
actual experience. Our only duty in the matter is to 
believe that his grace is sufficient, for he says it is. 

Just. here is where our will power comes in. We 
can, and we must, use our will to believe. God has 
revealed to us, in his Word, what he has done and is 
doing in our behalf. His works in our behalf are 
facts. We may believe or disbelieve them, as we 
please. If we believe, he pledges himself that we shall 
experience a present victory over sin that we can know 
in no other way. ; 

We are saved by God’s grace, not by our works. 
We receive Christ as Saviour by faith, not by works. 
And God speaks this word to all believers: “As ye 
have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
ye in him” (Col. 2:6). 

Or again: “This only would I learn of you, Re- 
ceived ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by 
the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun 
a ae Spirit, “ ye now made perfect by the flesh?” 

. 3: 2, 3 

Evan Hopkins, whose teaching at the English Kes- 
wick Convention brought such blessing to multitudes 
during forty years or more, used to say: “Christians 
all know that they receive their justification by faith, 
but many mistakenly suppose that, for their sanctifica- 
tion, they must paddle their own canoe.” 

The third and last part of our salvation, which is 
in the future, and is our glorification, will not be had 


stop and think whether the failure of friends» 
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by the efforts or works of any believer, but only by 
God’s work for us, his grace. This is the resurrection 
of the body, for those who will have died before the 
Lord’s return; or it is the instantaneous change of the 
mortal, corruptible body to the immortal, incorruptible 
body, “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,” for 
those believers who are living when the .Lord comes 
again. It would be foolish and futile for any believer 
to try to get his resurrection or incorruptible body 
by his own works or_efforts, That is exclusively God’s 
work for him, ; 

Leaving to God, therefore, every part of our three- 
fold salvation, and trusting him wholly by faith fe 
it all, we are to be “workers together with him’ X2 
Cor. 6:1) in everything for which he looks to ‘us. 
We are to abound in good works of every sort, —not 
in order to-be saved or to have victory,. but because, 
by his exclusive work, he has saved us and is giving 
us victory. We are to let God do all that he alone 
can do; and we are to do all that God expects us to 


do. 
— 
Astrology and the Christian 


I have a friend who-has dabbled some in astrology, 
and who thinks he has found the Truth, in. distinction 
from the truth of revelation as taught. by theologians 
or preachers, and scientific truth, I. find. a definition 
of astrology to be, “Art of determining the influence of 
the heavenly bodies over human destiny,” and I take 
it from what he writes that this is what he means, that 
our life and destiny are determined by the influence of 
the star or planet that is most: prominent at our birth. 
I have not read up on the subject; and, as it may not 
-only be a source af information to me but also to others 
who may be interested, I wish to ask that you devote 
some space in “Notes on Qpen Letters” to a review of 
astrology and its bearing on human‘ destiny, from the 
. point of view of orthodox Christianity, - 

What books .would be helpful on the subject?—A 
Montana Reader. . : , 


Whenever any one thinks he has found “the Truth, 
in distiriction from the truth of revelation?” he is on 
ground that is not oniy dangerous but assuredly false 
and harmful. For God has made it very plain, in his 
Word, that he has’ there given-the complete, all suffi- 
cient, and final truth needed by mankind for the guid- 
ance, salvation, and protection of their lives on earth, - 
Any form of study or research that differs im any 
way from God’s Word, or that claims to offer some- 
thing needed that is not found there, is false. And 
Satan is continually trying to deceive men in just that 
way, by offering them other religions, other guidance, 
all of which are death-dealing instead of life-giving. 

Astronomy, or a reverent scientific Study of the 
heavenly bodies, is-legitimate and profitable. Astrology, 
or the study of those heavenly bodies in relation to 
our individual life and destiny on earth, spells disas- 
ter. Of course it is fascinating;. false religions have 
a terrible appeal to the natural man, or even to the 
carnal mind of Christians. And there are factors in 
astrology that are mysterious and unexplainable, which 
points to a Satanic and supernatural element here from 
which Christians will do well to keep away, as from 
Spiritism, Theosophy, and many other false cults that 
are Satanic in their origin and power. 

The Bible itself gives no commendation to astrol- 
ogers, but only condemnation. Thus when Isaiah is 
supernaturally inspired of God to predict judgment 
upon Babylon, he says: * 

Therefore shall. evil come upon thee; thou shalt not 
know from whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon 
thee; thou shalt-not be able--to put it off: and deso- 
lation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt 
not know. 

Stand ‘now with thine enchantments, and with the 
multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured 
from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, 
if so be thou mayest prevail. 

Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. 
Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly 
prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these 
things that shall come upon thee. 

Behold, they shall be ag stubble; the fire shall burn 
them; they shall not deliver themselves from’ the power 
of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor 
fire to sit before it (Isa. 47 :11-14).° 


And in Daniel we find, over and over again, the 
wholly unfavorable contrast between the “magicians 
and astrologers” of Nebuchadnezzar’s realm, and. Dan- 
iel as God’s child and representative. The Chaldean 
astrologists were helpless to interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream, and the meaning of. the handwriting on. the 
wall which Belshazzar saw, while God revealed these 
things to Daniel. 2 

The Bible’s light on thé subject, therefore, is con-_ 
clusive and final. The Sunday School Times doesnot 
know of any book or booklet that. discusses astrology 
from the -Christian or Biblical..standpoint, and if 
readers of the Times know of any such the Editor 
will be glad to have information on this. Meantime 
let us rejoice that we have the more sure word of 
prophecy; whereunto we do well that we take heed, 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise in our hearts (2 
Pet. 1: 19). 
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“When Henrik Schartau Shook Sweden 


And broke the grip of the “ new learning ” 





By Ernest Gordon 














PSHE West Coast of Sweden stands apart from 
the rest.of the country in various way3; but par- 
ticularly in its religious life. It is the land of 

the full churches as contrasted with the thin congrega- 
tions elsewhere, the real backbone of the ~ Swedish 
church. They speak of the “belt of faith’ around 
southwest Sweden, or at least those do who honor 
faith. Others describe it as a sort of “black coun- 
try,” and caricature its earnest and uncompromising 
religion in novels and feuilleton and comic sheets. 
Here the Sabbath is honored as in Scotland. The 
townspeople take their religion with them on their 
summer outings, for religion is no winter-season af- 
fair with them. The fishermen of the Bohuslan coast 
gladly lose a day or more and sail tens of miles in 
order to attend church at Baltasund or Skagen; shop- 
keepers will often close their stores to go to a week- 
day catechetical service, as in Catholic lands. . “They 
are another people there,” it is said, when one thinks 
of the gaity and lightness of the Stockholmers. It is 
even affirmed that an intelligent pastor, preaching at 
Upsala or in a Stockholm church to people drawn 
from various parts of Sweden, can tel] by .the way 
his hearers respond whether they come from the West 
Coast or elsewhere, 

These West Coast Puritans of Lutheranism are a 
reserved people. Théy do not talk much in the patois 
of Canaan. Still waters run deep. They are a race 
of small‘ farmers and seamen of all grades, accustomed 
to walk their own decks, men who have traveled the 
five seas and know all kinds of men and religion. Their 
chutches are without ‘aesthetic attraction. “They have 
not time for such things.” All centers about the Word 
and the preaching of the Word. Yet there is a mys- 
ticism in the very intensity of the full church with its 
atmosphere of devotion. 

Disastrous Prosperity 7 

The Beg were not always of this type and way of 

life. Far from it!- This coast is the old home of the 

Vikings, and the sea-rovers of the early days had their 
worthy successors in the smugglers and wreckers of 
the eighteenth century. At the end of the century and 
the beginning of the nineteenth, the adjacent waters 
were visited with great shoals of herring. These brought 
wealth, as placer-mining in the California of ’49, also 
*demoralization. Crowds of adventurers swarmed from 
all ‘parts of Northern Europe. -Violence, indecency, 
cursing, murder, theft, beastly drunkenness prevailed 
for decades. “May God never send the herring again,” 
said honest people in remembering that time. The 
tract about Uddevalla was especially notorious, and 
a gttide-post somewhere between Uddevalla and Vaners- 
borg bore the significant inscription, “Let every one 
at this point commend his soul to God, for the road 
here passes to Uddevalla.” Gothenburg, the port ‘of 
the West Coast and center of Swedish trade to China 
and the Indies, was a prosperous town with low moral 
tcae. The upper classés were altogether given over 
to unbelief, not essentially different from Unitarian- 
ism. It was “the peruke period,” the time of “En- 
- lightenment.” Christianity was looked upon with con- 
tempt, Sunday unobserved, churches considered the 
affair of the lower folk, not of “better people.” 

What was it that transformed the West Coast and 
its trading city? The ministry of Henrik Schartau,! 
the centenary of whose death was celebrated last year 
in Sweden. 

The year before (1924), they observed in Norway 
the hundredth ariniversary of Hans Niélsen Hauge’s 
death. There is a certain parallel between the careers 
of the two men, different as they were in many re- 
spects. Hauge renewed the Christian life of Norway 
after two generations of. rationalism; Schartau broke 
the grip of neology on Sweden. Each in his land re- 
stored the power of evangelical Christianity. Hauge 
was called to his mission from the plow; Schartau was 
a university and cathedral preacher. Hauge traveled 
incessantly as_an evangelist. Schartau never moved 
far from the University of Lund, and concerned him- 
self altogether with his office as preacher, catechist, 
and scholar. He trained the evangelists who remade 
Sweden. Hauge’s movement was a lay movement, 
Schartau’s pastoral. Both were intensely loyal to the 


church and were snubbed and persecuted by their supe- 


riors in the church. 

When Schartau was ordained to the ministry, he 
himself publicly vowed that he “would strive for God’s 
cause so long as the Lord permitted him to stand up- 
right, and when human strength failed he would strive 
with God on his knees in prayer till the Lord gave 
him new strength. He would not take rest until the 


1This article is based upon the book, “Henrik Schartau 





and West Swedish Church Life” (“Henrik Schartau och 


vastsvenskt kyroliv”), by Victor Sodergren, Linblad’s Press, 
Upsala, Sweden. 


Lord gave him rest in the grave.” It was a confident 
statement yet one which appears to have been lived up 
to... For forty years he ministered from the cathedral 
pulpit at Lund, a representative of eternity in the 
aesthetic, clever, learned, and skeptical university so- 
ciety.: The foundation of his teaching was the abso- 
lute truth of the Bible. This he preached in all loy- 
alty, leaving it to God’s Spirit to work after his pleas- 
ure. His great interest was the deep and permanent 
conversion of the individual. “Mass movements” were 
not in his horizon. He was pre-eminently a physician 
of the soul, and his house had the air of a doctor’s 
reception room, 

In the early days of his ministry there was little re- 
sponse,—none from the prominent and tone-giving 
element. ‘ “When others had their: churchés full of 
the upper class, I gladly satisfied myself with a few 
servant girls who’ loved God’s Word.” This group 
of humble folk grew in time to a little church within 
the church, “the holy in Lund,” as they were deris- 


‘ively called by those of social rank, yet bound together 


in a way that recalls the primitive church. In knowl- 
edge of the’ Word and in consistent Christian walk 
these followers of Schartau were distinctly marked 
off from-the rest.of the community. When any fell 
sick, their friends went to them after service to repeat 


the sermon to them. Separated from others by their 


moral earnestness, they were united together _in 
brotherly love. _The time that others spend in amuse- 
ments, they spent in Bible study. Those of the serv- 
ant class were greatly sought after even by people 
who were not Christians, because of their honesty, 
diligence, and quiet demeanor. Ordinarily, a servant 
girl when old or -invalided, becomes a charge on the 
town. Not so with those of this community. The vet- 
erans were cared for by their fellow-Christians. Some of 
them who showed aptitude for teaching and the care of 
children started little schools in which the children, to- 
gether with some sort of handwork learned the elements 
of Christian doctrine and it was a delight to see with 
what earnestness the little ones assimilated this teach- 
ing.- Unreasonable stories circulated about the schools 
ca the parents in some cases to withdraw their 
children, but they soon sent them back when they saw 
how grieved the littlé ones were at- being kept away. 
Schartau’s biographer describes this as an illustration 
of the Gospel’s. noiseless “social” power, “without our 
time’s agitation.” One hundred and twenty-five years 
ago, these old women.of Lund devised what were true 
kindergartens. People have supposed the kindergarten 
a modern pedagogical institution, invented in Germany. 
One would perhaps be not far wrong in guessing that 
Schartau himself led his humble servant women into 
this delightful ministry, for he was himself a great 
instructor of children. Per Weiselgren has drawn’ a 
picture of the Swedish preacher in the choir of Lund 
cathedral at his catechetical class. All ages and con- 
ditions were represented among them, men of science 
whose names Europe holds in regard (this was later 
in Schartau’s life, when many people of standing had 
been converted). “Soon he began to ask questions, and 
I would desire nothing better than that all teachers 
could answer as well as many of his ten-year-old 
hearers. ‘How shall we pray for earthly goods?’ asked 
the “eacher. 
if with down-cast eyes, ‘That we may receive but only 
so much as may not injure the sgiritual good for 
which we must first pray.’ ” 
The “New Learning’s’”’ Social Gospel 

“Den nya laren” (the new learning), as they called 
Modernism at-the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
had ‘all the theological traits and teachings of our con- 
temporary Modernism. It dissipated: its power. in “so- 
cial” applications. Wahlin, the dean of Lund. cathe- 
dral, a rationalist to the finger tips, spent his time in 
the practical teaching ‘of .agriculture, lecturing on cow 
lice and sheepscab and the care of geese and the use 
of the potato. It recalls the country training which 
present-day liberals would give to young ministers, 
rural church uplift, and the rest.’ Schartau narrowed 
his life down to one thing. He was pastor and wouid 
be nothing else. ~The rationalist clergy, with their ap- 
plied enlightenment and morality, have faded into the 
mists of the past, but Schartau and his followers, with 
their “this one thing I do,” were the authors of a re- 
generation movement which continues in our day. 

“Schartauism has an eternity tone,” says its his- 
torian. “The eternity thought lies over the whole of 
West Swedish Christianity.” It is not a Jesus’ re- 
ligion in the sense in which liberal theology uses the 
precious name.- “Though we have known Christ after 
the flesh, yet now henceforth know. we him no more.” 
It was the reigning and saving Christ whom Schartau 
preached, and ‘the name Saviour is that most used by 
Schartauner. “Here is a Mary voice in the bustle of 


A little girl answered with sure: voice, 


Martha programs.” But one thing is necessary. One 
is not surprised, therefore, to read that “all Schartau’s 
biographers speak of the heavenly and hhety calm which 
rested on his person, something of the ancient Hellenic 
harmonia in Christian translation.” Nor is it strange 
that Holmquist, the Schartaun evangelist, should note 
“the wonderful strength and gladness of his hearers 
generally, in the face of death.” These are the re- 
wards of those who seek the one thing. 

It was through his theological followers, pastors 
who had been influenced either by his preaching or 
his writings, that: Schartau spoke to Sweden as a 
whole. They went out as his living epistles through 
the land. The greatest movement was in the Gothen- 
burg diocese. Many leading Gothenburg families were 
drawn into it (among them the Santessons), and these 
gave the tone of Christian gravity to the city which 
has ever since marked it. About 1820, bands of young 
pastors came down to the West Coast from Lund, 
“the successors of Schartau, as the Caroliner of 
Charles XII.” Their weapons were testimony and 
suffering. Theirs was a preaching to consciences 
without phrase, a very different thing from the old 
rationalist talk about “duties” and “virtues.” Great 
uproar followed. They were called zealots: On the 
other hand, a deep hunger for the Word manifested 
itself among many. People would come fifty miles 
to listen .when “the” reading. priests” (4. ¢., Bible- 
reading priests) arrived. “Now half-soles will go up 
in. price,” was the humorous way .in which men spoke 
of the coming of these preachers. - The multitude would 
wear their shoes out. m marching to meeting. They 
faced discomfort from bad weather, bad roads, wretched 
inns, brigands, and occasionally from wolves; and the 
preachers shared these experiences. But Pentecostal 
times were their reward. Bibles came. out of hiding 
places, stolen goods were returned, dance halls de- 
serted, Sunday work abandoned, drinking declined, and 
many were truly converted. 


A Unique Persecution and Its Consequence 


The Modernists in the church were irritated and 
alarmed.- -They. brought. the evangelists before church 
courts to answer for this disorder in over-filling the 
churches. They threatened them with all sorts of 
churchly and. social excommunication. if they did not 
change their style of preaching. Bishop Wingard of 

enburg was the leader in this opposition, and the 
persecution he instituted took a ~-unique form, al- 
though no less .a serious persecution. .He would make 
assignments of. these evangelical clergy to remote and 
distant points and then suddenly. order -them to the 
other end of the diocese... This kept them traveling 
in all weathers over villainous roads, exposed to many 
hardships. The consequence was, of course, a great 
scattering of revival fire and its outbreak in most di- 
verse*places, But the other consequences were not so 
happy. Of this handful of humble and earnest pas- 
tors, very-many died in their early years as a result 
of this both grotesque and barbarous way of attacking 
the revival. When Wickelgren was told by Bishop 
Wingard that he preached too sharply and that he 
had too much salt on his tongue, hence should not re- 
main long in one place, he replied 

MS I’ll have opportunity to strew salt more 
widely.” 

J. H. Holmquist was, for twenty-eight years, treated 
in this way, ordered about continually, locked out of 
churches, summoned, suspended, and punished: Yet he 
was a great revivalist and moral reformer who renewed 
the life of his parishes in many directions. 

Schartau did not live to see this great revival which 
transformed the West Coast, making of it a stronghold 
of Schartauism. “These all died in the faith not see- 
ing.” He sowed seed obediently, knowing that sooner 
or later it would ripen in the Kingdom. _ His entrance 
into that Kingdom was an abundant one and his death- 
bed full of praise. “Sixty-seven years have I lived, 
and so happy as I now am I have never been. My lips 
praise thee. It is for me alike whether I live or die. 
My name is in the book of life and the Saviour says 
more emphatically than Pilate ever did, ‘What I have 
written I have written.’” 

There was, however, struggle at the end. “The 
Devil has sought to make my death-bed hard, but 
Jesus stood in the breach and stopped it. God is the 
God of grace, the God of grace. I -have fought and 
won. : 

“Praise and thanksgiving to the Lord God. It is 
sweeter than if one made an extract from all the per- 
fumers’ shops of Sweden. If I could die just of grati- 
tude, I could gain no better death.” 

The funeral was marked by two things, the absence 
of the people of standing and the multitude of plain 
folk. The former sat at windows and watched the 
procession pass. Bishop Faxe expressed his mortifica- 
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tion at the slight respect the official church paid the 
great teacher. “The only imposing thing was the vast 
multitude in the cathedral.” At the head of the cortége 
had gone all the children from the schools for the 
poor, with their teachers, and many of the children 
were weeping. So, too, in the church. “No word,” 
says Lindblad, “was heard in Schartau’s honor, but the 
loud sobbing from every corner of .the cathedral testi- 
fied to the love felt for him.” 


New Hampron, N. H. 
wt 


Paolo on Grace and Grace 


Once more Paolo, formerly of Palermo, New Jersey, bu* 
now selling American automobiles in Italy, his native 
country, writes to his Sunday School Times triends through 
Dr. W. H. Morse, Superintendent of the Bible Mission 
for Italians in Hartford, Connecticut... While trying to in- 
terest his countrymen in the purchase of automobles, 
Paolo is ever zealous that they shall become interested 
in the Lord Jesus Christ,and so he carries on a Bible 
celportage work side by side with his salesmanship. In 
his quaint way he tells how a. haughty, fierce Senator 
changed his mind about automobiles and about the Bible. 


WILL tell you about one very fierce gentleman 

who was such, but by grace and Grace is no longer 

so. You will see why I say “grace and Grace,” 
as you read what I shall write. I think I first knew 
him six years now past, and from the first he was 
that fierce at me, as also at my Mr. Sundqvist. It 
was not about the Bibles. No, not that, but about 
motor cars. Before ever I see him, I heard all about 
that fierceness. He said such hard things about them. 
If you please, he cursed them. Yes, he did. He did 
not want them in this country. Only horses should 
draw carriages, he said. Was it not contrary to nature 
for gas, steam, electricity, to make propulsion? So 
he said. Railway coaches might ‘be all right, but on 
road and street it was _not right for velucles to go 
without horses. Inventors and makers of horseless 
carriages should be despised’ to hell. Those were 
Satan’s own allies. If such were in the church —cast 
them out. If those were citizens —no, they must not 


~ vote. And also those who ride in motor cars: they 


should be dismeighbored by all decent people; prints 
that advertise of motors should not be read. Motor- 
ists are. fools, knaves, gamblers. 

So he went on speaking, and had ever been so since 
first the motors came. 

Now he was rich, and had a grand villa. He had 
horses, the finest that he could buy, to drive before a 
carriage, several kinds. Few better than his. He 
had been sometimes a deputy. His carriages were seen 
in Rome. His horses were many bred by himself, 
No, he never raced. That, also, he hated — horse rac- 
ing. It was a sin against a horse to race. Ah, yes, 
he was very good to horses, his own. and others’. He 
would law-sue such as horses abused, so they said 
to me, 

Oh, so much was said to me about this fierce man; 
such many things he was fierce against. Now I will 
tell you one other about him. He. was against in- 
terest. He said so, fiercely, against paying it. He 
would take none, and none would he charge out. It 
was against the Bible. and the church. Pope had 
bulled against it. Benedict,’one of Benedicts.:. No, he 
would not: hear to such a‘thing, for it was as much of 
sin as murder, so he said. 

So now I heard of this gentleman, and his fierce- 
ness about motors. I said to Mr. Sundqvist I would 
go and see him, and see could I sell him a car. Oh, 
no, Mr. Sundqvist said, do not. But I wanted to. I 
went. Then, direct from his tongue his opinion came 
out. It was as they said. It was the worst talk against 
the motors I ever. He would die before he would be 
propulsed by anything but the horses. It depraves elec- 
tricity to make it run vehicles. If God had wanted 
motors, there were such men as Tubal Cain who would 
have made them. Imagine the apostles riding in such 
cars! Here I got in my good word for the Bible, as 
he was talking of Bible things. So I told plainly what I 
do. Mr. Sundqvist says it was strange he did not 
turn some fierceness at me then. But he did not. He 
had me to dinner. 

The next time I was that way, I visited him again. 
Just the same. Maybe worse, the way he talked. 
Well, I went again, third time. “You ready to pur- 
chase a car yet, sir?” Ah, how fierce he was! I 
showed him our prints. He tore them up. I told 
him prices. He swore. But yet, he asked me into 
dinner with, and I went, he and two gentlemen and I. 
You know ladies would not with a stranger meet at 
table, and none were. But see there! A little girl 
came in, and. was by. Later on I find she was seven. 
She watched us eat. Then she was behind the fierce 

entleman’s chair, and whispered. He gave her a cake. 
said, “Your little girl?’ “Granddaughter.” She 
lived in Rome, and was then a-visiting him. That 
was all. When we left table I saw the child again.on 
the terrace, and I spoke to her. Her name was Grace, 
she said. I gave her a little Testament, as I sometimes 
do with children. 

That was October of 1922. On May 12 (which I 
see by my ledger) we were so startled when an order 
came through Rome, from that same fierce gentleman 
for a car, immediate. What? We could not seem to 
understand. But no mistake. - It was his order. I 
couldn’t see how it could be, when he had talked so. 
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But we had the car shipped, and the money came. 
We entered it among our sales, and we were thankful 
and praised God. , 

When we began to go out again, in. March, 1924, we 
happened to come by that fierce gentleman’s section, 
and I thought we would go over and see him there. 
All right. But when there we reached, he was not there. 
He was in parliament. The villa was closed. I spoke 
to the servants about the car. They, well-bred, would 
not talk. We came away, and were at a hotel some 
miles away that night, when, quite late the telephone 
asked were we there. Yes. Would we come to the 
villa again in the morning, the fierce gentleman hav- 
ing returned home. . 

We did so next day. He greeted ts out at the door, 
very kind. Without our saying much, instead of tak- 
ing us to the door, he led the way ahead to the stables. 
There the car stood, all covered with canvas. He had 
one man pull back the-canvas. What did I see? To 
the front of the car was a wagon tongue fastened! 
He then motioned me. I was to look in the car. On 
the back seat it was a large wax doll. Not a word. 
He took us to the veranda, where we had the chairs. 

First he asked did I remember little Grace, that 

randchild. I was saying I did, when he went to say 
hat was her doll in the car, and just as she left it. 
He talked fast. -He talked all over about his spite 
against horseless vehicles. Sounded same as I had 
heard from him before. Maybe more so. Said he 
yet had just same opinions, and always would. Said 
he had never rode in any carriage not drawn by horses. 
Never should.’ 
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Now again he spoke of that girl; Grace. She took 
a pneumonia, and then it took like consumpt-t-b. She 
got bad. Got idea. Wanted to ride in a motor car. 
Would he not buy one for her? No. He told her 
how he was about cars. He would do anything for 
her, less that. She came to be worse. Doctor said ‘the 
grandfather could keep her longer, did he get a car, 
He wanted keep her. Then he got idea. He sent to 
me, and got that car. Then to it he put his horses! 


~They- rode. The Graceso much.liked it; and she was 


better ; she and doll on back seat, he-with reins. 

_ Now he said this to me: “You gave Grace one’ Amer- 
ican Testament.” She read it. Then she got one’other 
idea. Would he, a Sunday, stop at a Meeting, a “Wale 
densian? He couldn’t beg off. They: stopped. ‘More 
Sundays. they stopped. Now I was so much surprised 
at what he said next. 

He himself, that fierce gentleman, he and that Grace, 
grandchild, both were baptized. ~ 

Told us, Mr. Sundqvist and myself, how Grace en- 
joyed rides, and enjoyed church. He, too, I think, but 
he did not say so. - 

They one Sunday were at church. Grace had wanted 
it much, for it was the Supper. She very fine after, 
when they come out. She skip along into car, happy. 
They rode home. She quiet, with her big doll. They 
ad here, home. He open door of car. Ah!. she had 
died. ’ 

He no more to tell, He had not used car since. 
Never -will. I hear it of him at- Rome, that he. goes 
straight. to the Waldensian church, as he is much there 
in parliament time. 
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Whien a Gospel meeting had to 
give way to a cabaret 








Preaching Under Difficulties in Belgium 


By Edith F. Norton 








Is evangelical mission work among the Belgians really necessary? A portion ofa letter from one of the 


workers of the Belgian 
thousands of people 


le to attend the so-called Proc 


Gospel Mission gives one of the many reasons why the whole Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ should be preached in Ses tees x = ‘a “ 


We went to Bruges, where every year hundreds of 
ession of the Holy Blood. How sad it is to see 


this great crowd, blinded by superstition and led by blind leaders, adoring alittle case which is supposed to 
contain the blood of our beloved Saviour.’’ ‘* How shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 


and how shall Cuntkoanti te faa Gn of halls 
may go on uninterrupted is pointed out by Mrs. Norton in this article. 
Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphi 


T IS a foggy night of early autumn, the dim coun- 

tryside~ot Belgium is rendered doubly obscure by 
“@ the light stratum of fog which our automobile 
headlights fail to penetrate. Many little winding roads 
branch off ahead of one, into uncertain darkness. 
At the wheel of our trusty Hudson car is Mr. Winston, 
Mr. Norton’s assistant. No one could be more de- 
pendable than he, but he makes a wrong turning, then 
another, until at last, asking our way at an open door, 
we find we must retrace our way. Eventually we rum- 
ble across the cobbled way through Court St. Etienne, 
‘farther on we enter the village of Sart, our destina- 


tion, where we draw up before a boisterous cafe, its- 


open door revealing a broad smoke-laden room: at one 
side and a winding stairway just across. As we alight 
stifly and mount the stairs, the alcoholic-laden fumes 
from the opposite room smite us. 

We are late for the meeting and the folk assembled 
have been singing for some time, but that alone is 
worth coming for in their estimation, — these simple 
country folk who have gathered from far and near to 
hear the Swiss evangelist, Mr. Freundler, whom we 
brought with us. The room is unheated and poorly 
illuminated, but the faces are all alight as the speaker 
arises and opens his subject. 

He is bringing to his auditors no sketchy sermonette 
— but a well thought out, logical discourse, which they 
are all eagerness to hear.. He begins his introduction 
and then addresses the Christians with words of coun- 
sel and inspiration and has just approached his climax 
where he will make an. appeal to the unsaved, when 
there is a commotion at the back of the hall. Mr. 
J——, the leader of the work at Sart, rises and goes 
to the back, but fails in his mission and returns again 
to the front and informs’ the speaker that he must 
close the meeting. - So hastily it is terminated, and we, 
disappointed also, seek to comfort the crestfallen 
evangelist who had come from so far. Mr. J—— 
explains, “Yes, it is ever thus, at a certain hour they 
make us stop as they want to sing and play the me- 
chanical piano just below us, and if we do not stop, 
they break up the meeting anyhow with their noise.” 
“Yes,” he-continues, in answer to a question, “it has 
always been this way, ever since we hired the hall 
many months ago— mais, que voules-vous —it is the 
only place in the village we could get to atcommodate 
the numbers who come to the meetings.” 

I wonder if this does not help answer the query 
which greets us from time to time, as to why we are 
buying or building little mission halls all over Bel- 
gium at our different posts just as fast as the Lord 
sends im the means. Another reason might be that at 
different posts, among them Antwerp, for example, 


where the preachi: 3 
ts for the work may be forwarded te ¢ 
ia. n 


the lease has been broken and ourselves summarily 
ejected through pressure brought by influences un- 
friendly to us. And if we have possession of our own 
property, with full “liberty to preach the Gospel for 
only a year, or even:a month, before our Blessed Lord 
comes back, is that not worth while? For of what 
value is the wealth of the Lord’s children when he 
comes and it is all left behind? - 

How we rejoice to see the beautiful headquarters 
building of the Belgian Gospel Mission taking shape 
there at 7 Rue du Moniteur in Brussels. How we re- 
joice also over the ten other properties in the Prov- 
inces, purchased through the Building Fund so gener= 
ously contributed to by ovr dear American friends, 
Already we have had the dedication of new halls at 
Manage and at St. Nicholas and Liege; later on will 
come Winterslag and Sart, while the Brussels build- 
ing cannot hope to be completed before the summer of 
1926. For those of our friends who sigh to see com- 
pleted and dedicated the Brussels building at an earlier 
date, to all such we give a cordial invitation to come 
over and watch the Belgian workmen work! It. is 
a mystery to us in a land where the Belgian peasants 
are noted for their tireless industry. Take, for ex- 
ample, the wonderful way they have restored their 
ravaged war territory-— workmen in the building in- 
dustry make such slow progress. But we accept facts 
and make our plans accordingly. 

But to return to Sart, with which-we commenced, 
Mr. J—— has had many a struggle and setback in de- 
veloping this work, but there has been a real breath 
of revival blessing upon the work of late, and our joy 
was second to his own when he told us recently of the 
conversion of a family in the village, which took placé 
some weeks before the special tent meetings of this 
past summer. It was at prayers one morning, that 
Mr. J—— heard: a knock at the door. He could not 
but wonder who had come to seek him in the awful 
weather that prevailed outside. Opening the door, 
there stood revealed a young girl in great distress of 
mind. Her mother was desperately ill and had sent 
her to seek the evangelist with the request that he would 
come and pray for her healing. Mr. J—— was soon 
on his way. Entering the sick room, he was intro- 
duced to the sufferer. “You have sent for me, Ma- 
dame?” he asked the poor woman. “Yes, sir,” came 
the reply. “I am suffering so. I am so unhappy. I 
would like to be healed.” Mr. J—— then pointed out 
to her that he was no doctor and knew not how to 
heal her. “But,” she persisted, “but, sir, cannot you 
offer a small prayer for my healing?” Mr. J 
felt that this was not the place to begin, but instead 
brought her the message of salvation; spoke to her 
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of her sin and its condemnation, but of the powerful 
remedy in the blood of Jesus the Saviour, who: could 


. ‘itat both souland body. Then as he-told ts; -miracles 


began to take place. She believed; was saved; that 
very day she grew better physically and a week after- 
ward came to the meetings with her husband, he a 
poor sinner too, who needed Jesus. He also was con- 
verted to the glory of God. “And,” continued- Mr, 
J—— ‘in the account he gave us, “they-are just over- 
flowing with happiness now and have. .also: brought 


their son and iy peed to the meetings and. they also. - 


have been saved. Now ‘they speak and testify to their 
neighbors and friends and are bringing them to the 
meetings.”. Mr. J—— adds: a request ier prayer that 
the family be guarded and further enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit. 

- How many complex currents of life and thought 
eddy around us at Brussels! Not only is this city the 


capitol of the land, but it is a cosmopolitan center of - 


recognized significance and importance on. the Con- 
tinent. Thither drift refugees from many lands, bring- 


ing with them their.systems of philosophy .and of :re-- 


ligion. Pastor Waelti of our Brussels Church : was 
deeply interested by the visit one day of a man who 
had gathered around ‘him a group, who, as: he -said, 
were adepts of: an ancient’ religion of Persia, and their. 
chief object was to find out the best: way of. worship- 
ing him whom they called the “Divinite.’ This man 
seemed deeply anxioys to discover the: truth and to 
conduct his. followers: Mr. Waelti had a long and ear- 
nest talk with him and he departed with copies of our 
booklets and tracts over which to ponder. How we 
pray that this man may be led to accept him who is 
“the way, and the truth, and the life.” 

A Sunday evening recently Pastor Waelti was shak- 
ing hands with those leaving the hall at the-close of 
the meeting. A lady, a stranger, stopped to ask if 
the pastor would not pay her a visit, as she had been 
much impressed by the cordial spirit she had seen mani- 
fested in the meeting. day or two later Pastor: 
Waelti with his wife went to the address indicated; 
and, while waiting for the lady’s entrance, was at- 
tracted by a large book lying on the table with “Mes 
Delices” written on the paper cover. It proved to be 
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a Bible and he was much struck that the lady should 
Have inscribed “My Delight” on its cover. Presently 
she entered and greeting the pastor told him a little 
of-her history. How it resembles others that we have 
heard in this land of Belgium. 

For..twenty years this woman searched for a Bible. 
Hearing that in the “Order of St. Francis of Assisu’”’ 
she -could: obtain one, she became a member of that 
congregation (for, of course, she was Roman Cath- 
olic). However, her request for a Bible was réfused, 
and she was told that this Book was not for her, that 
it would be necessary to have a long course of spir- 
itual instruction before she would-be permitted to read 
the Book.  Disheartened- she next tried a Catholic 
boek-shop and was there told that they could procure 
her a copy of the Bible (Crampon version), but. that 
the cost would -be eighty francs. This price was be- 
yond ther means, so she was. again obliged to wait. 
One day in the park she found on a, bench a copy of 
a French religious journal called “Bonne Nouvelle” 
published by Mr. Grandjean of Canada, who has from 
time to time sent-us parcels of this journal- for free 
distribution. She was. delighted in reading: it to find 
that- Mr. Grandjean would send free a Bible to any 
desiring one. Her nephew also had long wished to 

ssess a copy, so these two, aunt and nephew, united 
in writing to Canada for this Book, and at last it was 
in their possession: But there was only one Book for 
two eager readers, and at last a choice must be made 
as to who should possess it, as the moment had come 
when the young man must depart for the Congo Mili- 
tary service. He unselfishly yielded it to this aunt and 
left for the Congo without it. : 

The aunt later saw an announcement of the special 
meetings -being conducted by Mr. U. Cossandey under 
our auspices, and she came to listen; then when -the 
special meetings were over, she came to our hall -and 
the visit of Pastor and Mme. Waelti to her home was 
the last link in the chain. Soon she came out into the 
glorious liberty of the. Gospel and to-day is rejoicing 
in a risen; living Saviour. 

Such are some of the miracles of grace that are’ be- 
ing: brought to pass by the Holy Spirit in Beigium. 

BrusseEts, BELGIUM. 
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The Henin He Wants Us to. Live In 





How-we may keep within the circle of Christ’s presence By Mrs. F. Howard Taylor 
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many years one of the leading speakers at the 

Keswick Convention, in England, has recently 
beem published, in which he tells a story which has 
been a great help to me. -I want to pass it on to 
you, with some thoughts that have long been in my. 
mind about the life on earth of our blessed Lord and 
Master, who has called us to follow in his steps. This 
is what we want above everything else to do, is- it 
not? And I have: found it a help to think. and pray 
over His relationship with the Father; that constant 
walk with God which was the secret spring of all 
his words and actions. any books have been writ- 
ten on the life of Christ, but there is a book, mostly 
in his own words, that tells what lay behind that life — 
the inner, hidden life with God which he wants us to 
know about and to share, for. did he not say: “As 


Tes biography of a clergyman in London, for 


my Father. hath sent me, even so send I you”? But 


first about the story. 

Years ago this minister had a little son, a boy six 
years old, who truly loved the Lord Jesus and wanted 
to be like him. He was a bright, merry little: fellow, 
and had a younger brother and sister with whom he 
lived a happy life. .But sometimes there were quar- 
rels in the nursery, and the elder child would lose his 
temper or tease the others, and then he knew that he 
had done wrong and grieved not only ‘his parents but 
also the Lord Jesus. 

Young though he was, he did want to be a real 
Christian and to live for the Lord who had diéd for 
him, and his. father wanted to help him. He used to 
talk with him about how to please God and to be like 


Jesus, and tried to show him that the only way is the . 


way that the Lord Jesus lived himself —the way of 
keeping close to God all the time and letting him do 
the hard things for us and in us. He tried to ex- 
plain to-him what the Lord Jesus meant when he said, 
“Abide in me, and I in you,” -and when he put before 
his disciples the picture of a branch abiding in the 
vine. The child could understand that wonderful pic- 
ture, because the Lord Jesus meant it for the little 
ones who loved him just as much as for grown-up peo- 
ple. And he did want to be a fruitful branch in the 
great Vine. He wanted to be loving and obedient, and 
gentle to his brother and sister, and to please the Lord 
Jesus in everything. He was happy when he lived 
like that, and very unhappy when he was selfish or 
disobedient. And yet, too often, he lived the unhappy 
life. He did the things that pleased himself, and 
found that they brought him no real pleasure, because 
in doing them he had got far away from the Lord 


Jesus, so far that he could not hear his voice or see 
his loving smile. How often we have that experience 
too, do we not? And we know that all our efforts 
to: serve the Lord Jesus when we are not abiding in 
him are fruitless, — because he said himself, “With- 
out me ye can do nothing.” 

Now the father of this little boy wanted to help 
his child. _He was a great preacher and a very busy. 
man, but he-felt the responsibility of caring for his 
own children, not only for their bodies but also for 
their souls. He knew the danger of looking after 
other people’s vineyards and neglecting one’s own. 
And he realized that children can live the’ real Chris- 
tian life just as truly as older people, and that they 
are just as unsatisfied in their hearts unless they do. 

So one day he called his little boy and said, “There 
is something I want to show you.” Then he took a 
pencil and a sheet of paper and drew a circle. “See,” 
he said, “this will help you to understand what it 
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really is to abide in Christ; to live the happy life of 
being always so close to him that the little sins and the 
big sins cannot come in between. Now look, where 
is this pencil?” 
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“In the middle of the: circle,” said the: child. 
“Yes, and that ‘is where the Lord Jesus wants you 
to be — in the middie of his loving care. For- there 


_is a circle, you know, that we might call the Circle 


of His Presence... When we are joined to the Lord 
by faith, born again. because: his life has come into 
us, we cam begin to live the happy life of -being in him 
all the time. Weare in him really, because God has 
put us there, and the thing to do is to-live all our life 
in him, never ,going out of the beautiful circle-of his 
Presence. / , 

‘See’ what precious things there are stored up for 
us, hidden inside our blessed -Lord-Jesus,” — and the 
father wrote in the circle such words..as, Sunshine, 
Love, Comfort, Singing,. Peace, Courage, A. Clean 
Heart, and Victory all the time. 

“But look,” he said, “do you see that there are. fit- 
tle doors all round the circle? -A lot-of little doors! 
What. do they mean?” 

Inside the circle it. is all so lovely! But there is 
something . outside — and the father: wrote: Sulkiness, 
Stubbornness, Self-Will, Teasing,. Lying, Selfishness, 
Impatience, Disobedience, Forgetfulness, Laziness, Un- 
kind Words, Wrong Thoughts, Stealing, Pride — what 
a tes list! The little boy felt almost. fright- 
ened, 
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“You see,” his father continued; “though the middle 
of the circle is ‘Jesus’ and it is all.‘Joy,’ there ts some- 
y else outside with all kinds of temptations, and the 
strange thing is that theugh the temptations are so 
dreadful. he makes them look quite nice. He calls you 
to the little doors, and you look out and see something 
that you would like to do or to have, and he says, ‘Just 
come my way and I will give it to you.’ Almost be- 
fore you know it, you have run out of the door and 
find yourself outside, where he can hurt you.” 

“But, father, I will never run out,” cried the child, 
“IT would much rather stay inside where Jesus is. 
know that cruel tempter —he is the Devil.” 

“Yes, ever since he tempted Adam and Eve, and 
got them turned out of the garden, he has been doing 
the same work in every heart.. But if you will listen 
to Jesus, and trust him to keep you when the tempter 
comes, the little doors will do you no harm. Because 
the Devil can never get at you inside the beautiful 
circle of Christ’s Own Presence. He can only tempt 
you to come out where he is.” 

“Oh, father, draw the circle on a card that I can 
keep,” said the little fellow eagerly, for he understood 
as never before what it meant to abide in Christ, and 
he wanted to remember and to tell it all to mother and 
to nurse. 

The new thoughts made him happy, and for several 
days there were signs that he was indeed living inside 
the circle with the Lord. Then some trouble arose. 
There were loud voices in the nursery, and his father 
heard him crying bitterly. Going out of his study he 
found the little fellow sobbing on the landing, and 
brought him back to hear what had happened. 

“Oh, father,” was all he could say, “I have got out 
of the circle; I have got out of the circle!” And he 
seemed to fear that he could never get in again. 

Kneeling down with the child, the father put the 
card before them. “Now, Evan,” said he, “tell me 
which was the door you went out by.” 

“This one, father,” he answered, putting his finger 
upon the very thing in which he had grieved the Lord. 

“Well, my child, the only way to get back into the 
happy circle is to go in by the very same door. You 
ran out by that door ahd you must go in again the 
same way.” 

“But how can I do that, father?” 

“You must confess that very sin to God. Tell him 
all about it, and ask him to forgive and cleanse you 
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from that sin, for Jesus’ sake. And the moment we 
sincerely do this, he forgives us and takes us in again.” 

The little fellow poured out his heart in prayer, tell- 
ing in his own simple, childlike way, and in detail, how 
he had gone out of the door. “It was not long,” the 
father said, “before he rose to his feet and, wiping 
his eyes, looked at me with a face bright with delight. 
He believed not only that God had forgiven him, but 
that he was really brought back into the circle of his 
Presence.” 


s 

How we need the teaching of this little story; do 
we not? For the simple secret, the great, wonderful 
secret of a happy, fruitful Christian life is the same 
for us all—for the oldest as well as the youngest, 
the strongest as well as the weakest child of God. In- 
side the circle of his Presence we have all and abound; 
we are rich and safe and strong and glad. But the 
doors aré there for every one of us. How well we 
know what they are! Yet, do we know, I have been 
asking myself. Do we know definitely enough? I 
sometimes think the trouble with most of us is that 
we do not know, do not seek to know, perhaps even 
do not want to know, just what are the very things.that 
spoil our inward life of abiding in Christ, the little 
doors through which we slip out and lose blessing. 
Some of them are pleasant things to us, perhaps; 
some of them are very subtle. If by the grace of God 
we are kept from going out by the big front doors, 
so to speak, into open sin, how careful we need to 
be of little side doors which are just as dangerous — 
more so indeed, when they are our own besetting sins! 
And I have found it helpful just to make a circle of 
my own, putting down all I can of the wonderful things 
there are for me in Christ (“unsearchable riches,” 
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just what I need), and putting down also the names 
in black and white of the doors, yes, all the little, se- 
cret, hidden doors, by which at times I slip out, alas | 
grieving my blessed Lord and losing peace and power 
to help others. It is a very humbling but helpful 
process; helpful, because we too must remember, like 
the little boy, that the only way to get back is to go 
in again by the same door, confessing that very sin 
and finding forgiveness. Many of us, I think, wan- 
der.a long time on the outside because we have not 
found the very door, or because we are too proud to go 
in by it. We would be willing to go in by some of 
the other doors, bigger or more respectable ones as 
they may seem to us, but that one is too insignificant 
or too mean. Yet that was the ddéor we went out by, 
and our Master knows it, yes, and the Devil knows it 
too. Perhaps he is hiding the door from us, trying to 
cover it up, or to lead us to another. But other doors 
will not do. We must find and go im by. the very 
one that, perhaps, we would fain ignore. 

I have found it helpful, too, to look away from self 
altogether, to look off “unto Jesus,” and searching 
closely into the way he lived and worked on earth, to 
discover what the circle of his Father’s Presence meant 
to him, and how he dwelt in it, never left it. For 
there was a hidden life for him too, lived in the circle 
of an Unseen Presence. Have you traced it out, I 
wonder? It is very much like the little boy’s circle, 
very much like yours and ming And the doors were 
all there; for we are told in Hebrews, you remember, 
that he was “in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin.” Thank God, he never went out by any 
one of them. 
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ars before the teacher stands before a class. 

er preparation lies fundamentally in her ex- 
perience of Has she experienced: some of the 
self-sacrifice so common in the lives of those char- 
acters of the Bible about whom she is teaching? Has 
she experienced the power of prayer which made strong 
the courage of the apostles? Does she find in God 
the strength to be fearless, the courage to speak 
truth, a solace in sorrow, a fortress in discouragement 
and temptation? If she does not have such an. experi- 
ence, she cannot hope to make real to others the lives 
of the heroic men and women of the Bible whose lives 
are a testimony of God's infinite power. 

If this basic preparation exists, then the details of 
preparation will be easily taken care of. 

I find it desirable at the very beginning of the week 
to read carefully and thoughtfully the text of the 
lesson for the next Sunday, I have it in mind for the 
rest of the 


P vers etore for teaching the lesson begins 
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priate to the lesson and which help to make the lesson 
clear and real. I am often surprised how many help- 
ful thoughts I find this way. *, 

Later in. the week I take time to read a number 
of chapters. in. the ‘same book, preceding and follow- 
ing the lesson text. If I can find the time I read the 
entire book in-which the lesson appears. A fragment 
from any book, I find, does not contain the meaning 
which comes from reading the entire book. With the 
lesson set in the place where it belongs we can esti- 
mate its importance and we get a meaning which would 
have remained hidden did we not know the circum- 
stances leading up to it and the results following. 

If the lesson deals with some certain character, I like 
to read the entire biography of that person in all the 
books where a record of him appears. After that I 
try to read something he has written, if he is a writer. 
We find the proof of Solomon’s wisdom in his prov- 
erbs more than im the record of his life. In the same 
way Paul becomes a living person because we can read 
the letters he has written. 

After this thorough Bible reading I turn to other 
books for help, but this reading always comes first. 

In using other books, I refer, first, to one which 
gives general information concerning the book in 
which the lesson appears. I try to find such facts as 


the following: when the book was written, under what’ 


circumstances, by whom, and for what purpose. I next 
try to learn something about the author. Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John read like mew books to me 
since I know something about the life and character- 
istics of these men. This information can be had from 
any good Bible dictionary or commentary. I find the 
Encyclopedia Britannica valuable for a scholarly and 
exhaustive treatment of these subjects. | 

I prepare the lesson exposition in this manner. I 
strive to give real information in this exposition and 
to throw such light on the portion of the Scripture 
studied from Sunday to Sunday that the Sunday-school 
scholar may come to read his Bible with new meaning. 

This exposition I follow by a selection of teaching 
points from the lesson. I choose only two or three 


week. I can. choose from daily.experiences,. ; 
from my reading, or from a speaker, thoughts appro-:. 


points out of a single lesson. More than this number 
serve only to confuse the mind of the scholar. These 
big points I emphasize by illustrations. These can 
be gathered from a large number of sources: one’s own 
experiences, stories told by friends, illustrations from 
great Bible characters other than the one being studied, 
illustrations from the life of Christ, from Nature, and 
from observation of children. I also use the biog- 
raphies of men and women, particularly the biog- 
raphies of great Christian characters. I also use 
stories of faith and self-sacrifice from mission lands. 

I sometimes use a good story at the beginning of the 
lesson to gain the attention of thé class. This I some- 
times vary by use of a question or questions which the 
members of the class can answer in unison. For ex- 
ample: in studying Daniel’s interpretation of the dream 
of King Nebuchadnezzar, I asked the class what they 
all thought about when Daniel. was mentioned. - Every 
one answered, “Daniel in the lions’ den.” I then told 
‘them _the story in the lesson was one less frequently 


tok} than the one about Daniel in the lions’ den. 


found they listened attentively to this less common 
story about Daniel. Sometimes.I use am appropriate 
picture to gain attention. Sometimes I use the lesson 
cartoon clipped from The Sunday School. Times. 

I find if the teacher is prepared to give illuminating 
information about the lesson, the class is eager enough 
for Biblical knowledge to make unnecessary the ques- 
tion “how to hold attention.” 

The big teaching points which I have already men- 
tioned and which I amplify with illustrations, I drive 
home by application to world, national, community, 
church, or individual problems. Here is where I find 
the help of the class valuable. I try to be prepared to 
make my own applications, but I also give the class the 
opportunity to make applications. I find very often 
these are more practical and worth-while than my own. 
If the application made by the class is too general or 
left hanging in air, I try to supply the “driving home” 
force. It is here that i find one’s experience of God 
must be used. The only “driving home” force I know 
anything about is a personal experience of God’s power 
in one’s life. - 

I always like to be prepared to close the lesson with 
some particularly inspiring thought. I may use a story, 
a parable, or a passage from the teaching of Jesus, a 
beautiful poem, ora prayer. 

After I have made’ all possible preparation from 
other sources I turn last of all to my Sunday School 
Times. I read all it has to say about the lesson. 
There I find reiterated, and therefore emphasized, some 
of the information I have gotten from other sources. 
I also find there material I have not fownd elsewhere. 


.I find illustrations to add to those I already have, or 


to substitute for some not so good. I depend on this 
reading of the Times for confidence in teaching the 
lesson. 

I always prepare notes to use in my teaching. These 
I hold inside my Bible and refer to only when abso- 
lutely necessary. I try to make my preparation so 


thorough that I need not hesitate for the next thought. 
I try also to have at hand more material than I will 
use. I have known the force of teaching to be lost 
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because the teacher did not know her subject well 
enough to proceed withoyt hesitation or stumbling and 
because she did not have enough material to fill the 
entire lesson period. 

These are the mechanics of preparation to teath the 
lesson. The life of the teaching depends upon the 
praying the teacher does before she comes before her 
class. I always pray that my heart may be open to re- 
ceive a message which I can give, then I go on, for 
‘I know God will take care of the rest. : 

Pomeroy, OxI0. 
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The A B C of Fishing for Men 
By William H. Richie 


A. The Angler — the Disciple of Christ 
a—His Attitude. 
1—Realizing that some men are saved and some 
are lost. 
God wants all men to be saved (1 Tim 2: 3, 
4; 2 Pet, 3:9). 
a—Christ calls us to become “fishers of men” 
(Matt. 4:19; Mark 1:17). 
’s value of the human soul; its need of 
Christ (Matt. 10: 28-33; Luke 12: 4-9; John 
3:16). 
b—His Belief. 
1—The Bible is God’s written. Word, a complete 
and correct rule of faith and conduct. 
a—It reveals God’s offer of salvation through faith 
in the offices of his Son Jesus Christ. 
3—It promises God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to 
reveal Christ to any man who will accept his 
saving power. 
c—His Consecration 
1—Commissioned by Christ for consistent life and 
personal testimony (Matt. 4:19; Mark 1:17; 
5:19; Acts 1:8). 
2—Controlied by the Holy Spirit in thought, word, 
and action (John 15:14, 26; Phil. 2:13; Col. 
1: 28, 29). 
3—Continuing in prayer and Bible study to know 
God’s will and method (John 8:31; 15:8; 
2 Tim, 2:15; 3: 14-17). 
B. The Bait — Salvation in Christ 
a—The Approach to the Sinner. 
1—Use tact to get natural contact. 
ample (John 4: 5-26). 
a—Study type prayerfully for right presentation 
(Acts 8: 26-38). 
3—Learn of present standing in faith and conduct 
(Rom. 6:16; 14: 12). 
b—The Bible Message of Salvation, 
1—A universal need: all have sinned and trans- 
gressed their “light” (Luke. 13:3; John 16: 
7-9; Rom. 1:21; 3:23; Col. 1:21). 
2—A “whosoever” Gospel of God’s redeemirig love 
in Christ (John 3:16; 7:37; Acts 10:43; 
Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:10; 2 Cor. 5: 19-21). 
3—A permanent fellowship of “eternal life,” here 
and for hereafter Gohn 5: 24; 6: 40; 10: 28; 
Acts 42 12).)~ : 
c—The Christ with All Power to Save. 
1—To forgive the penalty of sins past (Mark 2: 
g-11; Acts 13: 38,.39; Heb, 7:25). 
2—To cleanse from polution of sins present (Eph. 
5: 25-27; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:8). 
3—To keep from power of sins future (1 Cor. 
10:13; 2 Cor. 9:12;. Jude 24). 


C. The Catch — The Convert to Christ 


a—Acceptance of the Saviour. 
1—Decision must be faced: no neutral ground 
(Matt. 6:24; 12:30; 24:44; 2 Cor. 6:2). 
_2—Christ is received by faith (Johm 1:12; 3:14, 
15, 36; Rev. 3:20). 
3—Confession must be made by life and lips 
(Matt. 10:32, 33; Rom. 10:9, 10). 
b—Born Again by the Spirit. 
1—Necessary to enter the kingdom (John 3: 5-8; 
Matt. 18: 3). ‘ 
2—God’s gift to obedient believers (John 14: 16, 
17; Acts 2:38, 39; 5: 30-$2). 
3—He reveals Christ and his wisdom (John 16: 
13, 14; 1 Cor. 2: 9-14). 
c—Controlled by the Will of God. 
1—Obedient to the known will of God (Mak 3: 
35; Acts 9:31; Eph. 6:6). 
2—Understanding the will of God (John 7:17; 
9:31; Eph. 5:17). 
3—Co-operating with the will of God (1 Pet. 2: 
15, 16; 1 John 2:17; 5:13-15; Heb. 13: 
20, 21). 
Moorestown, N. J. 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 14. JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 10 : 1-30 
Golden Text.—I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep.—John fo: 11 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword | 


HRIST is at once our Gate, our Guard, our Guide, 

y and our God. 
The Historical Setting 

Chapters 9 and 10 of this Gospel are one continuous 
narrative. his is clear from one or two considera- 
tions. Between chapters 8 and 9 comes Luke 10, at 
the, end of which chapter we’see that Jesus is at Beth- 
any. When John ? opens He is at Jerusalem, and is 
probably passing through the gate of the temple (v. 
1). It was now the time of the Feast of Dedication 
(10: 22; some ancient authorities read At that time 
was the feast) which was observed two months after 
. the Feast of Tabernacles (7:2). It seems it was at 
the time of this feast that the blind man was given 
sight, and that Jesus delivered these discourses. This 
is further confirmed by the reference in 10:21 to the 
event of the previous chapter. Disregarding then our 
chapter divisions, we see that 9:39 to 10:21 is one 
discourse, intended for the consolation of the man who 
had been cast out of the Synagogue, and the con- 
demnation of the Pharisees who had cast him 
out. That man had entered the fold by the Door, 
but by shutti him out from the visible fellow- 
ship, these’ authorities had shown that they were 
false shepherds. He who had received him outside 
was at once the true Shepherd and the Door. The 
division in our lesson scheme, 10: 1-30, is infelicitous 
and misleading, as it carries us into the middle of the 
second discourse and leaves us there. We shall there- 
fore confine ourselves to the one subject of 9:39 to 
10:41. 
The Expository Meaning 

Verses 1-3.—Verily, verily. These words connect 
what precedes with what follows, and do not intro- 
duce a new subject. The door to the foid of the sheep. 
The fold was a walled enclosure with no roof.. Sheep 
were kept there over night, and were led out inethe 
morning to pasture, as “leadeth them out” shows (vs. 
3, 9). Two persons are here distinguished; ‘the shep- 
herd, and the porter: the former is the owner of the 
sheep (presumably), and the other is the doorkeeper ; 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit. In the first part of this 
discourse (vs. 1-10) Christ presents himself, not as 
the Shepherd, neither as the Porter, but as the Door. 
Afterward he claims to be also the Shepherd (vs, 11- 
16). It is necessary to mark that the important word 
m verses I to 10 is the Door, since the distinction be- 
tween the true and the false shepherds lies in their 
entering or not entering through that Door (vs. 1, 2). 
Some other way, literally, elsewhere. A thief and a 
robber (v. 2); the first word does not go beyond the 
idea of stealing, but the, second implies, in addition to 
the theft, violence. It is the Pharisees of 9:40, 41 
who are so designated. They climbed up elsewhere 


because the porter would not allow them in through © 


the door. By name. There is a much more intimate 
connection in the East between a shepherd and his 
sheep than in the West. This is beautifully illustrated 
in verses 4 and 5, 

Verse 6.—This parable. There.are no parables in 
this Gospel... The word here is-not parabole, but paro- 
smia, which occurs only here in 16:25 (twice); 16: 
29; and 2 Peter 2:22; in all of which, except in our 
text, it is translated proverb. Yet, in the strict sense, 
it is not even that, but rather an allegory (literally, a 
wayside discourse), spiritual truth set forth in figura- 
tive language. 

Verse 7.—Verily, verily. Used only by John and 
by him twenty-five times. J am the door. He has 
already declared himself to be the Water, the Bread, 
the Light; and is now about to reveal himself as the 
Shepherd (v. 11). Of the sheep. Not of the fold, 
which the outward church is supposed to be, but of 
me eee so that wherever the sheep are, that is the 

t) 


Verse 8—All. The scope of this utterance must 
be limited, for it is not true of the Lord’s priests and 


prophets who were before him, but only of such as 


these Pharisees (9:13, 16, 18, 34, 40). Did not hear 
them. That is why they would not follow them (v. 5). 
Verse 9.—I am the door. In verse 7 Jesus announces 
that he is the Door of the sheep. Here, so it would 
seem from verse 10, he declares himself to be the 
Door of the shepherds (comp. v. 1). The Christian 
ministry is not a profession which can be entered: any- 
how. Only by the Door has any preacher any right 
of access to the sheep. Read Zechariah 11. 
Nevertheless, though this is the primary applica- 
tion of the text, its embrace is wider still, and is ad- 


ing: Psalm 23. ~ 
Topic; The Good Shepherd and His Sheep. 
Lesson Material: John ro ; 1-5, 11-16. 
_Memory Verse: I‘am the good shepherd.—John 10: 12 
Junior Topic: Jesus the Good Shepherd. 
- Lesson Material : —_ IO 3 1-5, 13-16. 
Memory Verse : John ro; rx. 


a Senior Topic: What the Good Shephed Does 
Topia tor Young People and Adults: Many Sheep but One Shep- 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-5, 11-16 
1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by 
the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbeth up come 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he that 
entereth in by the door is } the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To 
him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and 
he calleth his own sheep by name,. and leadeth them out. 
4 When he hath put forth all his own, he goeth before 
them, and the sheep follow him:. for they know his voice. 
S And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from 

him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 


11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down 
his life for the sheep. 12 He that is a hireling, and not a 
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf 
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf 
snatcheth them, and scattereth them: 13 he fleeth because he 


Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And other 
sheep I have, which are not in this fold: them also I must 
? bring, and they shall hear my voice; ahd * they shall be- 
come one flock, one shepherd. 
a Or, a shepherd. 2Or,glead. *Or, there shall -be orte 
ock. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








dressed to any man (tis). Enter®in (eiselthe). Shall 
go in (eiselesetai). Both these are from the same 
root eiserchamai; but the first is the aorist, telling of 
the initial entrance by. the Door, which brings salva- 
tiom (and shail be saved), and cannot be repeated; the 
second verb is the future, and tells (with the verb 
that follows) of a freedom im and out of Christ which 
belongs only to those who first have entered in. 


Verse 10.—Thief. This word kleptes is that which - 


is combined with mania in the word kleptomania, a 
morbid inclination to steal. This verse forms a trans- 
a from the subject of the Door to that of the shep- 

er 

Verse 11.—The contrast, in the preceding part of 
the discourse, is between those who enter the fold by 
the Door and those who climb over the wall. Here 
the contrast is between the true shepherd and the ‘hire- 
ling (vs. 11, 13). The emphasis in the following verses 
is on the Shepherd’s self-sacrifice for his sheep. Giveth. 
Rather, Jayeth down ‘(tithesin), a phrase used only by 
John. Compare dounai in Matthew 20: 28. 


Verse 12.—Hireling (misthotos), hired servant, as 
im Mark 1:20. The difference between the shepherd 
and the hireling is based on relationship; whose oun 
the sheep are not. Leaveth shows his disregard for 


the sheep. Fleeth shows his regard for himself. Fleeth: - 


in verse § it is the sheep who flee, but here the false 


. shepherd. The wolf represents all who seize or scatter 


the flock of Christ (Matt. 7:15; 10:16; Luke 10:3; 
Acts 20:29; Phil. 3:18). 

Verse 13.—Because, His conduct corresponds to his 
character. Careth not, literally, is not himself con- 
cerned,—the same word as in Mark 4:38: “Master, 
is it no concern to thee that we perish?” 

Verse 14.—Know and am known. Compare verses 
3 to 5. The knowledge is mutual. 

Verse 15.—The sacredness and depth of this inti- 
macy between Shepherd and sheep is here illustrated. 
The Authorized Version is at fault in the punctuation. 
The passage should read as in the Revised Version, 
“Even as the Father knoweth me, and I know the 
Father.” .The Good Shepherd gives us life (v_10) by 
giving his life (vs. 11, 15, 17, 18) 

Verse 16.—Other sheep, that is, Gentiles. I have. 
As yet, he had them not... Which are not of this fold 
— Judaism. J must. Better, it is necessary for me to. 
Here again is dei, as so often in this Gospel. I must 
bring, or lead. They shall hear. He has them before 


_ they hear him. One fold. It is most unfortunate that 


the word poimne is translated fold in the Authorized 
Version. Everywhere else where it. occurs it is trans- 
lated flock, which is its meaning. To say, as does 


.Rome, that there is but one fold, but one visible com- 


munion, but one true religious organization is contrary 
to fact. But there is only one flock, the Holy Catholic 
Church of God. Fold is aule; flock is pownne. It 
may interest some to observe that in the Greek the 
words for shepherd and flock are the same, with this 


difference only, that the last two letters are reversed 
—in shepherd, en; but in flock, ne. 

Verse 17.—Therefore. On this account. Because. 
Here is a profownd mystery.. How are we to under- 
stand that the Son’s laying down of his life was, in 
any sense, the cause of the Father’s love? Did he not 
love his Son eternally? We shall not rightly under- 
stand this until all mysteries are cleared away. That 


‘again I may take it. The crucifixion and the resur- 


rection must never be separated. 

Verse 18.—No one takes it from me. Did not the 
Jews? Did .not Pilate? Did not the soldiers who 
crucified him? Yes, but in thought Jesus is back of 
all secondary causes, and speaks of the primary cause 
> his own and the Father’s will. Wonderful story of 
ove! 

Verses 19-21.—The truth is always a dividing factor, 
and such opposite effects has it upon people that the 
same person (in this instancé) is regarded as a devil, 
and as divine. What think ye of Christ? 

The Homiletical Form 
Introduction (9: 39-41). 
I, THe Door— REVELATION (vs, I-10). 

1. The Illustration (vs. 1-5). “ 

(1) The Shepherds and the Porter (vs. 1-3@). 
(2), The Shepherds and the Sheep (30-5). 
(Verse 6, a break and connecting link.) 

2. The Interpretation. (vs. 7-10). - 

(1) The Exclusivenéss of the Door (vs. 7, 8). 
(2) The Benefits of the Door (v. 9). 
(3) The Necessity for the Door (v. 10). 

II, Tae SHEPHERD — REVELATION (vs, 11-18). 

1. The Shepherd and the Hireling (vs. 11-13). 

2. The Shepherd and the Sheep (vs. 14-16). 

3. The Shepherd and the Father (vs, 17, 18). 
Conclusion (vs. 19-21). 


-The Topical Values 


1. The Door.—lIt is curious that in the International 
Lesson: Pamphlet no mention is made, among the topics 
in this week’s lesson, of Christ as the Door, yet this 
is the subject of half of the discourse. He is first 
the way by which the sheep enter the true fold, and 
then ‘he is the Shepherd who takes care of them there. 
Both ideas meet in verse 2.. Cofmpare the Door and 
the Gate (Matt. 7:13, 14). 

2. The Figures in the Allegory.—The fold, The 
Door. The Porter. The Thief. The Sheep. The 
Shepherd. The Hireling, ~The Wolf. Could you tell 
so graphic and great a story in so few words? Jesus’ 
parables are miracles of condensation. ‘The above will 
furriish eight subjects ‘for the syllabus of your Young 
People’s Meeting, or Christian Endeavor; or Sunday- 
school class. “Work up each subject with thé help of 


_ such books ag Thomson’s “The Land and the Book,” 


and Mackie’s “Bible Manners: and Customs.” (Both 
may be had from The Sunday School Times Co., ‘at 
$1.20 and $1, respectively.) Christ is the Door in this 
story (vs. 7,9). Who is the porter? Who the wolf? 
Who the thief ? 

3. His Master’s Voice.—This is the trade-mark of a 
famous gramaphone company, but how much more it 
means in the passage before us! (vs. 4, 5.) They 
know his voice. ‘Do you? Not to know it is due to 
one or other of three causes: you are not familiar, 
with it at alJ; you are paying no attention to him when 
he is speaking; or you are out of ear-shot of his call. 
These are ways in which people backslide. A stranger 
will they not follow. Will they not? Think of the 
sheep who to-day are following strangers! There 
is an alternative rendering of this text which says, “a 
stranger they in no wise should follow [akoloutheso- 
sin].” Not to do so, is both our duty and our wisdom, 

4. The Sequence of Spiritual Blessing (v. 9).—(1) 
Entrance... (2) Life. (3) Freedom. (4) Provision. 

5. One Shepherd (vs. 11, 14, 16).—As there is only 

one Door and one flock (v. 16, R. V.), so there is only 
one Shepherd. One Heaven, one hell, and one way to 
each. One God, and one Devil; one life, and one death. 
All the great realities are unities. 
- 6. Follow, Flee (vs. 5, 12, 13).—We generally as- 
sociate flight with cowardice, but it sometimes take 
more courage to flee than to follow; and, in any case, 
it is often our duty so to do. It is right for the sheep 
to flee from the stranger (v. 5), and right_for the soul 
to flee youthful lusts (2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Tim. 6:11). 
When it is right to flee, it is wrong to follow; but 
when it is wrong to flee, it is right to follow (vs. 12, 
32). 

7. Hirelings (vs. 12, 13).—These are professional 
ministers, men who have “gone into the church” as 
others “go into” medicine or law. They are mutton- 
ministers, sheep-shearers, flock-fleecers, wool-gatherers 
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(v. 10). Men, listen! The Christian ministry is not 
a profession, but a vocation, and if you have never 
been called of God, you had better look for another job. 


The Practical Aim ; 


I would press two considerations upon you which 
are found in our lesson. The first concerns your soul, 
and the second, your service. ; 
Christ came, died, rose again, ascended into glory, and 
is now at the Father’s right hand. that we might have 
life. Then, have you got it? 


but have you taken— Life? Many of you say, “Yes, 
I have.” Then, will you mark that his purpose: for 
you is not life merely, but abundant and abounding 
life? Are you living victoriously or is your life all 
up and down, with more down than up? And do you 
think it was for that that Christ died? You know the 
primary meaning of Salvation, but do you know any- 
thing about sanctification? You have life, but have 
you liberty? You are planted, but are you growing? 
Think. 2. Your service (v. 16). Whether or not you 
are effective in Christ’s service depends upon whether 
or not you have abundant life. The barely-born 
brother will take no risks to find those “other sheep.” 


He may even think that the African, and Chinaman,: 


and Eskimo are not worth seeking. Listen! Two things 
that always go together are heart-sanctification and ef- 
fective service; also, languid life, and cold indiffer- 
ence. Place yourself, just now. 


Final Word 


On verses 1 to 10 read again the story of Pil- 
grim at the wicket-gate (Bunyan). On*the second 


23; Ezekiel 34; Zechariah 11 and 13; Isaiah 40:11. 
Find others. . 


‘EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method: of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane.. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


N WHAT Old Testament passagés is the figure of the 

Good Shepherd used? 

2. What preparation had Christ’s hearers for the lesson 
on the Good Shepherd? 

3. Why did they fail to understand the lesson he was 
teaching? 

4. Why does the Master speak of the “door” of the sheep- 
fold, and “some other way”? ‘ 

s. Who are those who enter not by the door, but climb 
up some other way? , 

6. What are the “I am’s” of this lesson? 

7. How many “I am’s” of Christ, concerning his own 
nature and mission, can you cougt in the Gospel of John? 

8. In how many ways did Jesus say the Good Shépherd 
would lead his sheep out of the sheltered fold for the day’s 
feeding with him? : 

9. What is the most blessed result of the day with the 
Shepherd for the sheep? 

10. By following close up to the Shepherd, what sort of 
poisonous feeding shall we avoid? 

11. What is the great difference between the hireling and 
the Good Shepherd? 

12, Who are the “other sheep”? 

13. What significant change is noted between the Authot- 
ized and the American Standard Versions in verse 16 of 
John 10? 

14. What verses in the Epistles show whether or not the 
apostles continued to think of him as the Good Shepherd, 
after his resurrection? 

15. What present-day recognition of the Shepherd idea 
does the church still have? 





Answers to wast Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


w 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





TuHeE PRINCIPLE OF APPERCEPTION.—All new. 
knowledge and experience are appropriated and 
interpreted through knowledge and experience al- 
ready acquired. 











OW wonderfully rich is the Old Book in the 

shepherd imagery! The psalm that has gripped 
the heart of the world is the Shepherd Psalm; and 
God’s people of old are represented as his flock and 
their wanderings as of the sheep that go astray. The 
same representation runs through the newer revelation 
and persists in the present-day designation ef the min- 


1. Your soul (v. 10).° 


Nothing more can be! 
done than has been done on God’s part. He has offered;' 


- Now don’t all you women write at once! 
enter The Door we find the Golden Rule hung up on ~ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL’ TIMES 


Lesson Calendar. 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had ‘from The Sutrday-School: Times 

Company, 1031 Wainut Street, Philadeiphia; at 10 cents 
a copy. or $1 a dozer. 


First Quarter 
. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes Man...John 1 : 1-18 
. January 10.—Five Men Believe on Jesus ....John 1 : 19-51 


. January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus 
John 3 : 1-17; 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 
. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
John. 4.: 1-42 
- January 31.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men, John 6: 1-71 
February 7.—Jésus Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
‘ John 9 :.1-41 
February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ...John 1¢:: 1-38 
. February -21.—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
John 11:1 to 12:11 
. February 28.—Jesus Teaches Respect for Law 
(Temperance Lesson.) .........00+ tthew 22 : 15-22 
to. March 7,—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet, John 13 : 1-17 
11. March 14.—Last Words of Jesus with His Disciples 
John, chapters 14 to 17 
12. March 21.—Jesus Dies and Rises from the Dead 
John 18:1 to 20:23 
13. March 28.—Review: The Gospel of John 
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isters of the church as “pastors” or under-shepherds of 
the flock: of Christ. One is tempted in the presence 
of such a lesson to correlate the shepherd imagery :of 
the Book and attempt to set forth its teachings. in. re- 
lation-to this great focus of it all, the. truth -about-the 
Good. Shepherd as given by himself in person. But 


. the very richness of the field: restrains us, and-we ‘turn 
part (vs, 11-18) read these shepherd passages: Psalm -. 


to note how the Master Teacher in that unique -pro- 
cedure which no other ever could or should imitate, here 
presents himself-both as the Door of the sheepfold and 


’ as the Good Shepherd of the flock. 


Those: to whom he speke had two preparations- for 
the significance of this teaching. From earliest days. the 
people of Israel had been shepherds. and the occupation 
was still:in vogue on the hills of Palestine. In addition, 
as indicated.above, the occupation had been used of 
6ld, and often, to show the relation of God to his 
chosen people, so that our Lord was here selecting a 
teaching vehicle most familiar to carry the message 


he would convey. Why then did they not understand? © 


Was: it because to understand meant that they had to 
identify the one who spoke to them with the Jehovah 
who had led them, and thus acknowledge his deity, 
which they were ever unwilling to do? And was this 
the more difficult because it involved a new idea in 
relation to the shepherd, namely that he would lay 
down his life for the sheep? 
that the teaching through this familiar figure was so 
plain in its application that there was no alternative 
but acceptance of it or wilful blindness to it?. And is 
it not true that our apperceptive basis for the recep- 
tion of truth always has in it not only an element. of 
former knowledge but also of present attitude which 
may be more powerful in determining the result? 
HuntTinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


. The World Problem.—I am the door ... if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved... and find pasture 
(v. 9). If the world could be made to believe this, 
what a wonderful place would the world be to live in! 
The great problem we. have to solve is that of “pas- 
ture.” Stand at the “doors” of any city in the morn- 
ing and watch the live stock pouring in for “pasture.” 
Some are heading for the mercantile field, some for 
the banking field, some for the insurance field, some 
for the manufacturing field, and so on for the whole 
broad acres of human activities. Later in the day 
will come Madame Millions. She is one of the sup- 
posedly favored stock which do not have to seek the 
meadow pastures. “Stall fed,” as Uncle Billy would 
say. -But Madam cannot escape any more than the 
rest of us, for she often has to come to town for noth- 
ing else than to graze in the employment field. She 
wants a cook and her need is usually chronic as well 
as urgent. Jesus says he is the “door” to all pastures. 
Enter him for your job and your business, yea, and 
your help, household and otherwise. The cities and 
the suburbs which are so hardly hit by the “servant 
problem” are awakening to the fact that the architects 
who have planned the elaborate apartments so greatly 
affectéd nowadays have made no adequate provision 
for “the girls.’ Human beings were not intended to 
sleep in closets, to cook or freeze according to season. 
So the “good girl” will not come, nor stay if she does 
come. She does not have to. Why should she when 
those “who know how to treat a girl” are calling her? 
When. we 


the wall inside and the “help” in American homes be- 
come members of the household, as they do in the 
best English homes and are in at family prayers and 
prayed for and prayed with. As one of them expressed 
it, “They treat you like a human being there.” (Read 
“A Lifetime with Mark Twain,” which is the account 
of Katie Leary the servant girl A most delightful 
illustration of this very matter.) woe 


‘the situation 


In short, is it possible’ 


Telex: 
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How- the Babies Know:—1 <a -tite: good ‘sh: plerd; 
and 1 know mine own, and mince own-kuow-1te (v..14). 
The Master -changes ‘the metaphor, ‘rom bemg ‘the 
Way in, he ‘now. becomes -the- Responsibility. forthe 
flock. No one can piuck’ them out-of my hand (John 
10: 28). He leaves the flock and. goes out after that 
one. which has wandered away (Luke 15: 4-6). When 
he finds the sheep he dees not say, “So here you are, 
you little fool, what do you mean by running’ away |” 
No, indeed, he knows its name, and taking it up in 
his arms he says, “Come, Blackie, we will now: go 
back home.” And since Christ is in us nowadays, just 
this is.our~business. If we know the sheep, .:est.as- 
sured the sheep. will know us. Have you not noticed 
the babies will “go” to the man who loves children 
while they draw away from the fussy old bachelor 
who has “no use’ for noisy kids’? How do the babies 
know? I have an old chum of many years. Before 
matrimony. separated us, we used to go see the girls 
together, one playing “second fiddle” for the other as 
th lemanded. The youngsters of the fam- 
ilies would come and crawl all over me: with their 
warm little arms aro ‘my neck. Fred-used to say, 
“Aw, can the kids !” mehow or other the children 
instinctively knew which of us loved them: and they 
just curtesied to Fred and let it go at-that. I got the 
hugs. We were both heathen in those days. I later 
landed in the Sunday-scheol with both feet -(1 don’t 
know whether that right here is slang or not), while 
Fred to this day has never seen the inside of a Sun- 
day-school. “Bill, I’d drive over often-on Sunday to 
see you, but, you old religious crank, you are all day 
Sunday-schoolin’, if that’s what you call it.” So it 
is that Jesus loves us as the Shepherd and we answer 
that- love instinctively: as the children answer love, 
and — let me say it reverently — how we love to climb 
into his lap and put our arms about his neck and just 
snuggle up! at 

Maybe Some Day?—Other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold (v. 16).' Where are they? Some folks 
think they are sailing the canals of Mars and there 
is much talk about signaling, them to us and we to 
them; Mars was only thirty-five million miles away 
in August, 1924, the nearest for years. The astron- 
omers say -Mars’ atmosphere and other conditions are 
about the same as those of our Earth. We will find 
out some day. You may remember these same 
astronomers. discovered helium gas in the stars by a 
little instrument called a spectroscope. We have been 
able to gather it here on the earth. It is non-inflam- 
mable and non-explosive, and great dirigibles are in- 
flated with it. Helium is an aristocratic and exclusive 
gas. It will not associate with anything else on earth, 
gaseous or solid. That is what makes it non-explosive. 
We will, maybe, some day fill otir airships with helium 
and sail out to call upon one and another of those 
“other folds” and compare notes. They may discover 
how to come to us. When we get together, I wonder 
how “Earthians” will compare with the “Martians.” 
You know the cynic cries here in this world, “Nobody 
knows whether Christianity is a good thing or not, it 
has never been tried.” Maybe they have “tried it” in 
some of these other folds. As I ride here this morn- 
ing returning from Harrisburg I notice the South Hills 
yonder topped with steel towers. These towers carry 
copper wires no thicker than my pencil. In those wires 


' is the power of the great Susquehanna River, and that 


power is pouring down to Coatesville over miles and 

miles to drive the great steel mills, and other industries 

and help us Iron Rosers to earn our daily bread. So 

it is not hard to understand that another invisible 

power, that of the Godhead, can run out anywhere in 

the universe and the Master can have many folds. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


The Mlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list a lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected-by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be givem to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
aay desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
na 


The Only Way In.—But climbeth up some other 
way, the same is a thief and a robber (v. 1). “One 
night, when my wife was at prayer-meeting, I began 
to grow very uneasy and miserable. I did not know 
what was the matter with me, but finally retired be- 
fore my wife came home. I could not sleep all that 
night, I got up early, told my wife that I could eat 
no breakfast, and went down to the office. I told the 
clerks they could take a holiday, and I shut myself up 
in the inner office. I kept growing more and more 


miserable, and finally I got down and asked God to 
forgive my sins, but I would not say ‘for Jesus’ ‘sake,’ 
for I was a Unitarian and I did not believe in the 
Atonement. I kept praying ‘God, forgive my sins’; 

















Lesson for February 14 
John 10 ; 1-30 


but no answer came. At last in despera- 
tion I cried, ‘O God, for Christ’s- sake, 
‘forgive my sins,’ and I found peace at 
once.” This man had no access to God 
until he came in the name of. Christ,: but 
when he thus came he was heard and 
answered at once.—From “How to Pray,” 
‘by R. A. Torrey. Sent by Mrs. Fred 
Fisher, Roseburg, Ore. 


The Voice that Calls:—For they know 
. his: voice (vi 4).¢ When':two or three 
Eastern shepherds meet with their flocks 
at.a well,:they will sit and chat. until 
: all. the: sheep are’ mixed ‘together as one 
When they have finished their con- 
versation,.each: one moves in the direction 
he: wishes to take, and shouts to his sheep, 
“Tahoo! Tahoo!” short and sharp, never 
thinking of looking around: until he 
is some distarice’ away. One by one 
the sheep hear his voice and fol- 
low slowly after him. A stranger look- 
ing on would see them moving, some after 
‘ cne shepherd, some aiter another, - until 
all were together again in their own flocks. 
‘There is never a mistake, though all use 
the same word. The voice of the shep- 
herd is unmistakably his own; it has a 
distinct individuality about it, caused by 
the constant use of the same tones, hence 
the sheep follow him, for they know his 
- voice —From H. J. Shepstone. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


The Living Door.—i am the door of 
the sheep (v. 7). I heard Dr. Henry H. 
- Jessup, the missionary, tell of the answer 
made him by a Syrian shepherd. Dy. 
Jessup noticed that there was no door or 
gate hung in the entrance of the sheepfold, 
and asked, “Where is your door?” The 
man, planting himself in the open space, 
said: “I am the door.” A living door 
it was. None go out except as he per- 
mits, and no one can go in to do harm 
except he overcome the strong man who 
is the door. -So with intense emphasis 
- Jesus says to all who follow him, “I am 
the door.”—Selected. Sent by Mrs. M. 
- Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. - Prise 

illustration, % 


How Many Doors?—ZI am the door; 
by me. if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved. {y. 9)... The Father’s house is a 
house with only one door.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emma 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


_ The Royal Mecsage.—I am come that 
- they might have life (v. 10). Surrounded 
.. by his stalwart and well-tried warriors, a 

heathen king lay dying. His breath came 
very heavily, and his strength was ebbing 
fast. Looking up at a faithful and life- 
long servant, he said, “Tell the dead, I 
“ come!” Instantly the man stabbed him- 
. self to the heart, that he might go before 
- his king to what those heathen called 
“the kingdom of the dead,” and carry 
_. news of the coming of his royal master. 
The message of our crucified, risen, and 
coming King is, Tell the dead in tres- 
passes and sins that I come to bring life, 
and that they might have it more abun- 
dantly—From The Christian Herald. 
Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lanca- 
shire, Eng. 


The Proof. of Ownership.—/ know |- 


mine own (Vv. 14)._ Suppose one of the 
sheep in a fold were to go to the shep- 
herd, and say, “I think I’m your sheep, 
because you get six pounds of wool off 
me”; and another should say, “And I 
think I’m your sheep, because you get four 
pounds of wool from me”; and a third, 
“I hope I am your sheep, but I don’t 
. know, for you only get three pounds of 


wool from mé; and sometimes it is but’ 


two.” Finally, suppose one poor scraggy 
fellow comes. who doesn’t know whether 
he is a sheep or a goat, and makes his 
complaint; the shepherdy would say, “TI 
know who are the best*sheep, and who 
are the worst. I wish you could all give 
me ten pounds.of wool; but whether you 
give me ten pounds or one, you are all 
mine, I bought you, and paid for you, 
and you are all in my fold, and you every 
one belong to me.” It is not how much 
a sheep brings his owner which proves 
him his. The proof that the sheep belongs 
to the shepherd is that the shepherd 
bought him and takes care of him.—From 
ipa Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, 
ng. 
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The Shepherd Gospel.—J am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down 
his life for the sheep (Golden Text). 


When God sought a King for His people of 
old 
He went to the fields to find him; 
A shepherd was he, with his crook and his 
lute, 
And a following flock behind him. 


When God looked to tell of His good will 
to men, 
And the Shepherd-King’s Son whom He 
gave them; 
To shepherds, 
sheep, 
He told of a Christ sent to save them. 


When Christ thought to tell of His love to 
the world, 
He said to the throng before him, 
“The good shepherd giveth His life for the 
sheep —” 
And away to the cross they bore Him, 


When God sought a King for His people 
for aye, ' 
He went to'the grave to find him; 
And a Shepherd came back, Death dead in 
his grasp, 
And a following flock behind Him. 


O love of the sheep, O life from the dead, , 
O strength of the faint and the fearing; 
A shepherd is King, and His Kingdom will 
come, ‘ 
And the day of His coming is nearing. 


—From Quiet Talks on the Crowned 
Christ. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N. Y. . 


made meek a-caring for 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lird Jesus, 
thou Shepherd of the sheep, we thank thee 
that thou dost know thy sheep by name. We 
thank thee that so many of us here to-day 
have acknowledged thee as Lord and Saviour, 
and know thy voice. We pray thee that those 
who have not yet answered to thy loving call 
may speedily come within the flock that thou 
dost gather to.thyself. Lord, may none of us 
here be wandering sheep, far away from the 
fold, and thy loving, sheltering care. May 
none of us continue in the hopeless struggle 
to live.apart from thee, with the freedom and 
fulness of life which is set before us in thy 
Word. Lord Jesus, speak to us to-day, we 
pray thee, not only in this lesson, but in 
whatever thou wouldst ~say to any of us 
concerning thy -love, and thy saving pur- 
poses for those who .will trust thee. We 
ask this in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A man walking 
along a country road one day saw. a 





sheep just outside a wire fence. The 
sheep ‘was dashing madly back and forth. 
The flock was on the other side of the 
fence. The sheep by the roadside was 
not having a very happy time of it. He 
was trembling with fright. He did not 
see how he could get over into the field 


| again, —and he was even afraid of the 


man who was trying to help him! Sud- 
denly, however, an opening -was made; 
like a shot the poor sheep went through, 
and ina moment was trotting quietly up 
to the others of the flock. Perhaps some 
of us here to-day are like that sheep, — 





MY_SHEPHERD 


THE SHEEP ANSWER 


DO I? 














just outside the field where the others 
are. Are you altogether content ‘with be- 
ing away from the flock of the Good 
Shepherd? Don’t you often wish you 
could be with them, under His care? 
Well, you can. Helping hands are all 
around you, to aid you in getting on the 
other side of that fence. Even a sheep 
knows where he belongs. Will you trust 
the Good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus, and 
let him call you by name, and receive you 
among those who have also,trusted him? 
May you not delay any longer to put 
yourself under his loving care, and fol- 
low him! Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Saviour lke a Shepherd.” 
“He careth for his own.” 
“The Lord is my Shepherd,” 
“The ninety and nine.” . 
“The Lord is my keeper.” 
“The Shepherd’s call.” 

“He is mine.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm_ book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible ‘Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Our Sovereign and Maker” (203 : 1-3). 

Psalm 100 : 1-s. 
“Great Shepherd” (165 : 1-3). Psalm 80: 1-7. 
“Within His Tender Care”: (45 : 1-3). 

Psalm 23 : 1-6. 
“Thankful Tribute” (190 : 3, 2, 4). 

Psalm 95 : 1-7. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


th —-- the children that the Lord Jesus 
came to this world to show the peo- 
ple what God is like by actually living 
God’s love among them day by day. Then 
he told them lovely stories, and drew 
beautiful pictures, showing his own love, 
and the Father’s love for the earth peo- 
ple. Our lesson for this week is one of 
those beautiful pictures. The peop.e to 
whom the Master was speaking knew all 
oo shepherds and sheep and the sheep- 
0) 


Try to help. each child in the class to 
see the wonderful picture, and understand 
something of its precious teaching. Show 
them the sheepfold, a large inclosure 
formed by a thick stone wall, with sharp 
stones or thorns on top, to keep thieves 
and robbers from climbing over. At 
night-fall, as the shadows grow dark in 
the valley, the shepherd comes with his 
sheep, and leads them through the one 
entrance into the sheepfold that they may 
be safe from all danger of wolves and 
other wild animals as -well as_ thieves. 
After the shepherd sees every sheep’ safe 
within the fold, he lies across the en- 
trance, and protects the sheep with his 
own body. In this way the shepherd him- 
self becomes the door. On the morrow 
the shepherd calls the sheep by their 
names, and they know his voice, and fol- 
low him from the quiet fold out into the 
green pastures, and beside the still waters. 

Sometimes a hungry wolf comes from 
his hiding place, and tries to catch a 
sheep, but the shepherd faces the cruel 
wolf, and at the risk of his own life, 
drives him away. If a sheep. wanders 
off, and gets lost, the shepherd goes out, 
climbs mountains, crosses streams, meets 
all sorts of dangers and hardships, and 
seeks the sheep that went astray until 
he finds it. 

After drawing the picture with all of 
its interesting details, apply it to the life, 
the love, and the redemptive and keeping 
work of the Great Shepherd. 

Point out first that his fold is the only 
place of safety for the people whom he 
came to seek and to save. To this fold 
there is only one Door. We can be saved 
only by believing on the ‘Lord Jesus 
Christ, who laid duwn his life for us. 
By entering his fold we become his sheep, 
and the Good Shepherd knows each one 
of his sheep and each little lamb by name, 
He not only saves, but keeps, and pro- 
vides every need, and the sheep that lis- 
ten arif obey are led through green, pas- 
tures atid beside still waters. The sheep 
that stray away, and are*caught and torn 
by thorns, he seeks until he finds, and 
joyfully brings them back. Tell how the 
Shepherd longs for the “other sheep,” the 
people of all nations, to enter his fold. 

The care and love of the Good Shep- 
herd mever ends. After a time the green 
pasture changes to a narrow valley with 
dark shadows, and still waters become a 
rushing torrent- But the Shepherd’s arm 
is strong, and the Shepherd’s step is sure 
and steady, and the Shepherd’s voice is 
sweet and tender, as he whispers low: 
“Fear not, I am with thee’; “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions.” 

Repeat in concert with the class the 
Twenty-third Psalm and close by sing- 
ing, “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us.” 


Curnton, S. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. What is he? 
2. What am I? 


[7 IS marvelous how complete is each 
revelation of Jesus our Lord recorded 
in John’s Gospel! Each one emphasizes 
a different phase of his infinite nature, 
yet each is sufficient were it a!l we had to 
compel our faith in him as our divine 
Saviour. j 

If you can get your girls to really think 
of what Christ claims for himself in this 


one parable of the Good Shepherd they 


must recognize in him the One they n 





—the all-sufficient One. A little definite 
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knowledge of shepherd life in the East, 
the construction and use of the fold, the 
porter’s duties, and the shepherd’s habits 
will be necessary to make clear these 
findings. Use a good Bible dictionary for 
such accurate information, then help your 
girls to see what Jesus was really claim- 
ing for himself when he said, so posi- 
tively, twice, “I am the good shepherd.” 

(1) He knows every sheep by name — 
indeed they are, names given the: sheep 
by the watchful shepherd; (2) he’ leads 
his sheep. by — each of those yes 

rsonally, separately, not en masse; (3) 
leads, not drives, his sheep, testing 
the path before they must walk over it, 
knowing the way that he takes and wants 
them to take; (4) he lives so constantly 
with his sheep that every one of them 
knows his voice and will follow no other, 
nor needs any other compulsion to make 
them follow his leading; (5) he supplies 
every want of his sheep— green pastures, 
still waters, rest by the way, guidance over 
right paths, restoration to strength when 
worn, comfort and protection in dangér ; 
(6) safe conduct to the fold at the day’s 
end; (7) if need be he gives his very 
life for the safety of even a single one 
of his flock, This does not exhaust the 
figure, but is it not enough to win the 
heart, if we can only show that dear girl 
that she needs this Good Shepherd as 
much as any helpless sheep needs the 
faithful care of the shepherd of the flock? 

2. “What am 1?” Help each girl to ask 
herself, in all earnestness, “that I should 
need such a Shepherd?” Self-sufficient 
independence is so dear to youth, so ten- 
aciously clung to before life brings over- 
whelming proof of our insufficiency, that 
this is the hard task of the two. Many 
a girl will give mental assent to every 
claim Jesus made for himself, will set 
that they were made good by his life’ 
and death, and yet will cling to the con- 
viction, “I do not need him. I can man- 
age my life—I want my own will in 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson}, 
By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Biblé Stories” 









The Good Shepherd 
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it— ‘I am the captain of my soul’ and 
want to remain so.” Begin then with the 
first qualification of the Good Shepherd 
(listed above), and show right through 
the list just how your girls need that 
very “Shepherd True’—how they can 
never find the door (which Jesus also is) 
and enter in and be saved unless they 
recognize this Shepherd’s voicé and fol+ 


low him, 
Home Study 


The Bible says every one of us has a 
special name béfore God— what do you 
suppose yours is? Look up these refer- 
ences and see how those names are given 
and whattheir significance is: Isaiah 43: 
1; 45:3; 40:1; Revelation 2:17; 3:5; 





13553 -R 3 F; 
Decatur; Ga. 
. te 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Getting acquainted. 
Discussion: Get the fellows, with their 

Bibles, to name at least twenty things, 

objects, persons, and so on, to which our 

Lord has likened himself, that we may 

better understand him, 
Objective: Philippians 3 ; 10. 
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AY, fellows, the most interesting, most 

fascinating person in all the world is 
the Lord Jesus Christ. If you have not 
found him so, it is simply because you 
do not know him. If you do not know 
him, it is because’ you have not seriously 
tried to gét acquainted. Although the 
Lord Jesus has always been a mystery 
to the world, yet no other person in the 
world’s history has giveh us so many 
ways to know and understand his char- 
acter, his life, his mission, and his re- 
oe to you and the world and to 
God. e has used dozens of simple, 
homely illustrations, drawing them from 


‘| the most commonplace things and events 


of everyday life, to make us clearly see 
him as he is. “I am the door.” 
a door, walk in and out of it a few times, 
and you will know Christ better. “I 
am the Way.” “Get out in the road and 
take a walk or a ride, study the road and 
you will know him better. “I am the 
light of the world.” Go into a dark room, 
turn on the electric light, watch its ef- 
fect upon objects. grouped about. Then 
turn it off and note how baffling dark- 
ness takes the place. Study a light and 
you will know him_better. “I am the 
vine.” Go sit down by a vine and study 
it; the more you learn about the vine 
and the relation of the branch to its 
fruit, the better you will understand your 
Lord. “I am the good shepherd,” he is 
saying to us in this striking tenth chap- 
ter of John, and then goes further to tell 
what a good shepherd is, so that we may 
catch a glimpse of his tender concern for 
us and how able he is to protect us and 
lead us to tHe places that will afford our 
souls real nourishment and happiness. 
Then, too, to better understand‘ our 
relationship to this Shepherd, we must 
study sheep. We are the sheep. And 
how like real “mutton heads” we are— 
wéak and defenseless by ourselves, often 
foolish and panicky — exposed to a thous- 
and dangers, so much neéding a guide and. 
a protector. - 
Our Lord shows us in this story his 
desire for vety intimate companionship 
with his “sheep” — knowing each one by} 
name. Have’ you ever. thought how your 
name — your own given name — would 
sound on the Master’s lips, fellows? Be 
right still a moment and try to imagine 
it. I think—nay, I am quite sure — if 
you will bé willing to get by yourself a 
little while somewhere each morning 
(there’s less “static” in the morning when 
you are rested and fresh), you will hear 
him speak to you very clearly, and. you 
will hear him call your name and tell 
you some very intimate and confidential 
things. But you must listen. Don’t take 
up the time doing all the talking yourself. 
Your heart will. thrill with that expe- 
rience. Your. soul will feed. Your vision 
will clear. Your faith will grow strong, 
and you will wax bold in the very things 


“blind obedience.” 


tudy | 





you may have thought impossible to you. 

Get in close, fellows, and listen for 
your name on the Great Shepherd's lips. 
You'll go somewhere then! 


GreeNnsporo, N. C, 


rd 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On thetlesson of February 7) 


1. “I am” in verse §; also 6:38, 48, 513 
8:58; 10:7, 9, 11, 145 11 323; 1426; 15:1 

2. “Light” in versegs. 

3. Some Jews of that day believed in the 
transmigration of souls, and that it was pos- 
sible to have sinned in a _ pre-existence. 
Others interpreted Genesis 25:22, Psalm 
§1:5, and other similar verses to mean that 
it was possible for the unborn babe to have 
sinful emotions, 

4. Only that the blindness of their son was 
not because of their sin. It is pointed out 
that they sinned before the chapter ends. 

5. He told his disciples he would be with 
them until the end of the age, and through 
the Holy Spirit he is still here. 

6. The disciples (Matt. 5 : 14-16). 

7. By Christ’s indwelling and shining out 
through the life to others. As Paul puts it, 
“We have this treasure in earthen vessels” 
(2 Cor. 4:6, 7). 

8. Because he had not seen him before, 
and it was not necessary for him to remain 
in darkness longer. 


9. Obedience to Christ. Here was litérall 
(See John 7 : 17.) ‘ 
10. Faith in Christ, verse 38. 


11. It was Jesus himself. who asked “this 


‘direct question, thus formulating for us the 


true basis of all confessions of faith in him, 
though some Modernists would have it that 
this quéstion finds its authority only in the 
self-chosen custom of the church, 


12, Up to this time, believers in Jesus Christ 
were still within the fold of Judaism; even 
Christ and his twelve disciples had not yet 
beén cast out of the synagogues and temple. 
But this man believed that Jesus, who had 
given him sight, was the Son of God, and 
was cast out by the Jewish priests — being 
then only a member of Christ—a Christian 
only. . . 

13. He taught an individual and taught the 
deep things concerning himself, opening the 
way of salvation to the one taught. 


14. It was generally recognized that human 
aid was hopeless for one born blind. Herein 
is revealed the stubborn wickedness of the 
Pharisees in the case. 

15. Personal. 


16. The blindness that knows not it is blind 
(Matt. 13 : 15, 16). 

17. All suffering finds its first cause in the 
sin of the human heart; but Christ here 
taught that the immediate sufferer is not 
always the immediate sinner; rather that 
such suffering is permitted of God “to pro- 
vide a platform on which the grace and 
power of God may manifest themselves,” as 
they would not otherwise do while we dwell 
in these bodies. “Not in punishment, not by 
neglect or mischance, not as the -inevitable 
mistakes or misdeeds of others, but —to give 
an opportunity for the works and glory of 
God ... the glory of the lovely spirit which 
his Spirit begets” (F. B. Meyer), and can be- 
get only under such conditions, is Jesus’ own 
answer to this.question. Is not such a “work” 
itself a testimony to the Son of God? 

18, Johnhas introduced nine human wit- 
nesses to this truth, besides that of the Spirit 
and the twelve-fold testimony of Christ him- 
self to himself as the Son of God. 


19. John the Baptist (1 : 29, 34, 36); Andrew 
(1 41); Philip (1 : 45); Nathanael (1 : 4g); the 
people of Samaria (4:42); the nobleman of 
Capérnaum (4 : 53); Peter (6 : 69); some of the 


‘crowds in Jerusalem (7 : 40); this once-blind 


béggar (9 : 35-38); besides the spoken testi- 
mony of the Spirit at his baptism and of him- 
self to the Samaritan woman (4: 26); to the 
criticizing Jews (5 : 25, 39, 45, 46; 6:35, 40, 
§2-59; 8 : 12, 56-58); to this beggar (9 : 35-37). 

20. In chapter 20, verses 30 and 31, John says, 
“These [testimonies] are written that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God.” 
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Have you, as a soul-winner, ever pray- 
erfully, quietly, and thoroughly gone 
over the whole Bible teaching on Sal- 
vation? Lewis Sperry Chafers book 
“Salvation” does that in a way you will 
be deeply interested to traverse with this 
Bible teacher of rare spiritual insight. 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
wanes Street, Philadelphia, $1, post- 
paid. 


JANUARY 30, 1926 





| The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 21. Lives Transformed by Christ. 
Acts 9 : 1-20. . 

February 28: Neglected Areas in the Country. 
Isa, 35 : 1-8. (Missionary meeting.) =! 
March 7. Persevere—in What? Acts 2: 

17-24; Heb. 1221-4. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 
March 14. How Overcome the Spirit of Anger 


and Revenge? Matt. 5: 21-26; Rom. 12: 
14-21. 





Sunday, February 14 
What is Faith, and What Does It Do for 
Us? (Heb. 11: 1-10.) (Conse- 
cration meeting.) 





Mon.—Faith is confidence (Mark 1 : 


20-24). 

Tues.—Faith is action (Jas. 2 : 20-26). 
Wed.—Trust in a person (Heb. 12: 1-3). 
Thurs.—Faith saves (John 3: 14-18, 36). 
Fri—Faith strengthens (Heb. 11 3 24°27). 
Sat.—Faith comforts (1 Thess. 4: 13-18). 











What Bible example of faith do you recall? 
Why must we have faith? 
How may we make our faith grow? 


HS RY WARD BEECHER in one of 
t his sermons tells of a conversation 
between Admiral Farragut and the com- 
mander of the fleet off Charleston. This 
commander had delayed and delayed mak- 
ing an attack with his whole force of 
monitors, and finally gave up, complaining 
that the government did not give such 
and such arrangements and combinations, 
and that he had not had this advantage 
or that advantage. When he got through 
rs story, the old hero Farragut said to 
im: 

.“You have not told one reason.” 

“What is that?” said the man. 

“You did not believe you: could do it.” 

That was the story in a few words. 
When Farragut meant to run the forts 
on the Mississippi, he believed he could 
do it, and he did it. When he wanted to 
run the fire in Mobile Bay, desperate as 
it was, he said he could do it, and he did 
it, and it was the power of his faith that 
carried him through. - 

we 
_ That is one kind of faith, confidence 
in one’s own ability to accomplish or do 
what he sets out to do. But the Chris- 
tian is never called upon to have that 
kind of faith. Paul sounded the keynote 
of the Christian’s faith when he said, “I 
know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against that 
day” (2 Tim. 1:12). Paul’s faith, as 
should be that of every believer was in a 
person, not faith in the religion of Jesus 
Christ, not faith in the commandments” 
or the Golden Rule, vital as they are to 
the Christian life, but faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself. 

It is when we really believe that Christ 
can do for us all that needs to be done, 
that he can supply every need, that he can 
bring, to a solution any problems in life, 
then it is that miracles begin to happen in 
our lives, - we 4 


_Read not only the Scripture portion in- 
dicated for the topic but read the whole 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews, where Paul 
gives a bird’s-eye view of the great Old 
Testament heroes of faith We know 
that there were many things in their lives 
that were displeasing to,God, and yet they 
had the one redeeming trait, they: were 
foolish eno’ to believe what God said 
and to act wu it, and like Abraham their 
faith was counted for righteousness (Rom. 
4:3). How much more in the full flood- 
light of ‘New Testament truth should: we 
lay hold upon God’s Word and expect 
him to perform that which he has spoken. 

ye 

The Lord Jesus Christ ever emphasized 
during his earthly ministry the importance 
of faith. Constantly did he lead his dis- 
ciples into situations where their faith 





would be tested and strengthened (Matt. 




















Lesson for February 14 
John 10: 1-30 : s 


6:30; 8:26; 14:30; 21:2t; Mark «1: 
22; John 14:1), and there is perhaps no 
-. sadder commentary on any group of peo- 
. ple to whom the Lord Jesus Christ would 
have ministered than that which Matthew 
wrote of the Nazarenes, “And he did not 
. many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief” (Matt. 13:58). Just so to-day 
ott iack of faith hinders God from work- 
.ing his mighty .works through us, and 
hinders the work that we would do for 
him. God is ever writing over our Chris‘ 


tian activities, “According to your faith] d 


be it unto you” (Matt,.9: 29). 
ee +) 4 . 


‘A 

But how is our faith to grow? Paul 
tells us that’ “faith cometh-by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 
10:17). Evem our faith is a gift from 
him, but it is a gift that comes only as 
. we hear’ about him through his Word. 
As we feed-on his promises given in his 
Word, faith in him is born in our hearts. 
But the growth in faith is more than 
merely reading. or hearing his promises. 
It is only.as we step out on his promises, 
~ taking him at his word, believing he will 
do what he says that our faith grows. 
Then it is as we see his marvelous prom- 
ises being fulfilled in our lives and in the 
lives of those with whom we come in con- 
tact, that our faith is strengthened and 
we grow. 

Peter never proved he could walk on the 
water, in Christ’s strength until he got 
out of. the. boat. We can prove God’s 
promises only by stepping out on them. 
‘Faith grows like anything else, by ex- 
ercise.- : ” 


Do I believe God? 
Has my faith ‘grown in the last year? 
Am I inspiring faith in others? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Bird House 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


66 E’RE building a bird house and 
getting ready for spring,” an- 
nounced- Ray one- Saturday morning. 

His. little sister looked up quickly. 
“Can/t I help?” shé eagerly asked. - “I 
love the birds, too, and I’d love to fur- 
nish the house.” 

“There isn’t going to be any furniture 
in .this house,” said Ray in a superior 
manner, “Whoever heard of birds need- 
ing furniture?” 

: “Well, some curtains would look cute 
at the windows,” insisted Molly. “They 
do im my dolls’ house.” 

“Then you will have ‘to ‘ask the gar- 
ener. He is doing the -work, really.” 
Ray started for the door. 

“I can hold the nails while he ham- 
mers,” said Molly, joining him. 

’ Jt was, indeed, a very pretty two-story 
-house that Sammie, the gardener, was 
building. The first-floor had a porch 
running’ all around it.» Molly uttered 
squeals of delight when she saw it. 

“How cunning, oh, how cunning !”. she 
cried. “And look at the tiny steps!. Oh, 
Sammie, how did you ever think of it? 
Why, it’s as nice as my dolls’ house.” 

“Well, Miss Molly, the Martins are 
rather particular about where they live. 
Take a peek inside.. There are six rooms 
on the first floor.” Sammie tipped the 
house, so that Molly could look in easily. 
“All outside rooms, too,” continued Sam- 
mie. “Light and air in everyone of them. 
On the second floor Iam putting in four 
-rooms. - They- will be.the same .size as 

*: the six, so that will make the ceilings 
of the. first floor form a.perch for. the 
second.” 

Ray. and Molly. looked. at Sammie won- 
deringly. “You know heaps about birds, 
don’t you, Sammie?”. said Ray in fond 
admiration. 

“We generally know a good deal about 
the things we love,” answered Sammie. 
“Now then, suppose we make a tiny room 
out of the chimney. That will balance 
the house.” > 

Before the sun had set that afternoon 
the little house was finished: Sammie 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


nailed it firmly on top of a high pole. 
It was so high he had to climb a ladder 
to get up there.- And when he came down, 
he left the ladder in place. 

*“Oh, Sammie, you haven’t put away 
the ladder,” said Molly, who already 
showed signs of hecoming a néat and 
orderly young lady. 

“No, the ladder is to stay there,” said 
Sammie, smiling. 

Molly looked puzzled: . She ran after 
Ray, who was romping with Rover, the 


Og. ; 
“Why is Sammie leaving the ladder up 
there?” she asked, breathlessly. 

“I don’t know, I’m sure,” said Ray. 
“We'll have to watch. I heard father 
say that Sammie was the best gardener 
we ever had, So I guess he’s left it there 
fora reason.” 

For the next few days Ray and Molly 
watched every spare moment they had, 
but nobody touched the ladder. Then at 
the end‘of a week Molly saw something 
that sent her fairly flying to Ray. 

“Come, come quick,” she _ shouted. 
“Samrhie is up the ladder, and he is do- 
ing something to the bird house. Hurry !” 

They were off like the wind, helter- 
skelter down the stairs and out of doors. 
Sure enough, Sammie was still up the 
ladder. 

“Maybe he wants us to be quiet,” said 
Molly, as they ran along. So they tip- 
toed quietly, hand in hand. “Hush!” 
re Molly, her finger on her lip. “Lis- 
ten ” z 

Sammie was making soft, cooing sounds 
in his throat. Once he stopped and said, 
“You naughty little beggars, out with 
you! Coo-coo! Of all the rascals you 
are the worst! Coo-coo!” 

“What is he doing?” whispered Ray. 

Sammie turned around. “Hello, there, 
little people,” he said, and his voice had 
the same soft tones in it. 
have taken possession of the house, and 
that will never do. I promised Johnny 
Martin a new home this spring. He is 
very timid and will not room with these 
rascals, so out they go!” He puiled. out 
bits of feathers, tiny pieces of rags, and 
dead leaves. “Of all the messy nests the 
sparrows. make the worst. The Martins 
are clean, but they have to be coaxed 
into their new home.” 

“And is that why you left the ladder 
up?” asked Molly, peering up at the 
pretty bird house. 

“Yes. Every day I have to clean house 
up here until the Martins are established. 
Johnny was here a while ago and. acted 
a bit friendly. But we shall have to be 
very patient.” 

And, indeed, they were. Molly and 
Ray -brought crumbs and water and 
learned to talk to the birds the way 
‘Sammie did. And after many, many days 
Johnny Martin brought his wife and 
relatives, and they set up housekeeping in 
the eleven-room bird house on top of the 
pole. 

Mirrorp, Conn. 





Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother - 
Ruth, The Sunday. School Times, 103% 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. . : 


Dear Mothér Ruth: To relieve my anxiety, 
will you. please answer- these questions for 
me? Do you think God. will pardon sins, 
after we have gone on a long time with 
them unconfessed to.him? Do you’ believe 
he will have mercy on us whén we are 
brought to repentance? I mean true godly 
sorrow,. praying every hour for forgiveness. 
I have been very much discouraged when 
reading 2 Peter 2:13 to 21.—TROUBLED 
MARY. 


Y DEAR MARY: I gish you would 
turn to your Bible and read the 
seventh chapter of Hebrews,- and when 


"you get to the twenty-fifth verse, stay 


there until you know it forever, and do 
not let anything take it from you. Can 


“The sparrows |. 








MARCH MUSICALES 


Every Saturday Evening, February 27th to March 27th 
~FOURTH YEAR— 
) Mischa Levitzki — Leonora. Sparkes — Royal Dadmun 
Ralph Errolle — Julia Claussen — Ellen Ballon 
May Peterson — Hans Kindler — Ernest Davis ° 
'  Dusolina Giannini — Ivan Steschenko — Carlos Salzedo 
Lawrence Tibbett — Elizabeth Lennox — Sascha Jacobsen 


GHALFONTE-HADDON HALE 


ATLANTIC CITY 
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trations which magnetically 
of Christian W ok. 


Do You Understand the Boy? 


Here’s a book that will help you “get next” to those lively 
fellows—short talks to illustrate the lessons, and for straight -- 
reading—alike useful to teacher. and_ parent. 


BOY-TALKS 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD 


“The love of home, the spra of the organ; the smell 
of the woods, the clear air of 
heroism, the spirit of missions, the wonders of science, 


_ anid the beauty of friendship pervade this book.” + -Lutheran. 
“Mr. Howard has a happ 
hold 


| $1.50, postpaid. ‘’ 


e mountains, the thrill of 


illus- 
ecord 


way of introducin 
the attention.” — 
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you think of your Lord ‘to-day interced- 
ing for you, in your behalf, and then 
doubt your Father's forgiveness? It is 
not the amount of time you.,spend. in 
prayer that brings you: the forgiveness 


4 you so. earnestly desire; it is not your 


sorrow: that brings: you forgiveness; it 
is the blood of Jesus that washes. sin 
away, and you-are to aecept the gift of 
his love and: know that when. he speaks 
it is true, and:it cannot be changed, even 
though we‘ cannot. understand the depth 
of the. love. that made him die for us! | 

Don’t be troubled; read John 14, and 
see that I have proof for telling you not 
to be troubled: The words come from your 
Lord, and he wants. you to so rest in his 
forgiveness that you will never think. of 
your sins again. .There is no place in thé 
Word where we find any length of time 
of sinning that has anything to do with 
our guilt. We are to come as we are, 


‘and no matter how black the sin and 


sins, nor the age of them, nor the cir- 
cumstances: surrounding them, they are 
all sins, and he offers free pardon for all 
of them. The question you want to con- 
sider is: will you let him take them away? 
The gift of pardon is yours, but you must 
do the accepting, and believe him and not 
have any relation with your sins any 
more, not even to dwell upon. the remem- 
brance of them. “They are all taken 
away” is now your song, and he is so 
worthy of your gratitude and worship 





that you should have a continual song in 
your life.and on your lips for what he 
has done for you. 

I want you to take the following verses 
and make them so entirely yours that 
when Satan comes to thwart your joy in 
your forgiveness you will simply* quote 
them to him,and you will find he will 
make a speedy retreat: Galatians 3:3; 
Ephesians 3, the first ten verses; John 4: 
14; also John 3:14-17; Titus 2:14; 1 
Timothy 2:4-6; 2 Thessalonians 3333 
1 John 1:9; 4:10; Colossians 1: 12-14. 
Satan hates the Word, and therefore it is 
your shield of faith, to hold up against 
him, and all he says will not be able to 
penetrate the shield. 

There are so many more that I- can- 
not take the space to put in the column, 
but you study the Bible, and make it your 
food. and comfort.- Do not try to pick 
out verses that belong to those who have 
not turned from their sins and who are 
doing the works of the evil one, but 
choose the words that will give you the 
truth about yourself, and. never fcftget 
there is the Fifty-first Psalm, which will 
help you know that you are of a contrite 
heart, when you can read it and mean it 
for yourself. : ; 

God bless you and help you to accept 
the fulness of his salvation, and not go 
hungering for that which is yours in a 
completeness that is indescribable, but so 
true! 
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Safeguard 
Your 
Investments 


Our Annuity Bonds offer a safé invest- 
ment which yields a liberal income that can- 
not shrink. Your principal is safe. The 
American Bible Society has been issuing 
Annuity Bonds for more than a half century 
without loss to a single one of its hundreds 
of investors. Annuity payments are made 
promptly and cannot fail. You run no risk 
of loss and your investment will be used in 
circulating the Holy Bible without note or 
comment in many languages among the 
nations of the world. 

Write for Booklet No. 16Y, which will 

tell you what our Annuity Bonds will 


do for you. 





American Bible Society 
BIBLE HOUSE, Astor Place, New York, N.Y. 














"AWhole Year for $1.00! 
mrHe ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 
no other Llike as well.”’ Sasple copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 








uticura 
Toilet Trio 


Send for Sam 
To Caticura Laboratories, Dept. J, Mass. 























: auminus or 
SILVER PLATE 


2 Marit 
FINEST 

WoramMansnipe & + 

+ Lowest Prices. 


iustrated Catalog 
peeve. COMMUNION SERVICE CO, 
- 87Q(° 1705 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pa 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 566 W. 27th St.. New York City. 














PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, fil Micne | 


What is the Gospel? 


By CuHarres GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 


Straightforward talks on the heart of the’ Gospels. 
It gives God’s Word on 


Whiy Men Are Lost, 
How Men Are Saved, 
What Is Salvation, 
The Blessed Hope, 
The Victorious Life. 


Cloth, 75 cts: paper, 50c, 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School 8, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly ufion the Lord 
through “them that are His.’’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
A —_ and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 

P fiidan ce and biessing of the League.— 
y >a of D Senden School Times. 


The Chicago Hebrew Mission 


VERY mission to the Jews is a mis- 

sion to the “lost sheep of the house 
of Isra@l” whom Christ came to seek 
and to save. One of the oldest and best 
knowt, and most trustworthy of these 
soul-seeking agencies-is the Chicago He- 
brew Mission (1311 South Kedzie Ave- 
nue, Chicago), founded.in 1887 by Mr. 
William E. Blackstone, author of “Jesus 
Is Coming.” Its honored superintendent 


‘for many years was Mrs. T. C, Rounds, 


“Auntie” Rounds, as many knew her. Its 
present superintendent is the Rev. C. P. 
Meeker, with whom is associated the Rev. 
Charles G, Sterling. A book store, a 
quarterly magazine (50 cents a year), 
several Bae 5 stations and Gospel halls, 
large publishing interests, and extensive 
evangelistic activities in Chicago and other 
cities comprise much of the work of this 
Mission. Remember in prayer all Jewish 
missions, but let us this week pray espe- 
cially for this great Chicago work; and 
if the Lord leads you to do so, put it on 
your “Yearly Prayer .List” of subjeets 
remeftnbered daily or weekly through 1926, 
(‘See Monday and Tuesday below.) 


February 8 to 14 


Mon.—John 10: 1-11. Jesus the Good Shepherd. 

Three marks of the Good Shepherd: 
(1) Giveth his life for the sheep (v. 11) ; 
(2) Imparteth life to the sheep (v. 10) ; 
(3) Provideth them with pasturage. (v. 
9). What other marks? Three marks 
of true sheep: (1) Heart-mark, for they 
know the Shepherd’s voice (v. 4); (2) 
Ear-marked, they hear (v. 3); (3) Foot- 
marked, they follow (v. 4). .Does it fit 
your description ? 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Chicago Hebrew Mission, its extension 
workin other cities and states, its house- 
to-house tract distributors, its reading 
room and Gospel hall work, its extensive 
evangelistic work on the streets and in 
shops and stores. Pray for divine pro- 
tection and human encouragement of its 
converts, 

Tues.—Hebrews 13 : oe. 
Jesus the Great Shepherd. 

As the Good Shepherd, Jesus gave his 
life “for our sins” (1 Cor. 15:3; John 
10:11); as the Great Shepherd, God 
“brought [him] again from py dead” “for 
our justification” (Heb, 13:20; Rom, 4; 
25); as the Chief Sheskert he is “in- 
terceding” for our sanctification in char- 
acter and perfection in service, and will 
later come to reward us (Rom. 8:34; 
Heb. 13:21; 1 Pet. 5: 1-4). 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Again remem- 
ber the C hicago Hebrew Mission, its city 
missionaries, its missionary in Palestine, 
its extensive publishing interests, its of- 
ficers and board of directors that they 
may have wisdom and courage and grace. 
Pray for the supply of every need. 
Wed.—1 Peter 5: 1-11. 

Jesus the Chief Shepherd. 

Peter’s commission to “feed the flock 
of God” had been received direct from 
the Great Shepherd himself. May he not 
have had that tender post- -resurrection ex- 
hortation in mind (John ar: 15- -17) when 
he in turn exhorted the elders ‘ ‘among 
you” ?. How touching the apostolic shep- 
herd.spirit oft exhibited! (See Acts 20: 
28-35; 2 Cor. 6; and like passages.) Have 
we that spirit? 

Prayer Svuecestions: Pray for the 
specdy fulfilment of God’s ‘covenant lat- 
ter-day merciés to “all Israel.” Pray for 
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the fifteen or sixteen millions of Jews 
throughout the world, and for the three 
millions in America. Pray earnestly for 
Israel-wide evangelization. Do you know 
personally any Jews? De you ever pray 
for them? 
Thurs.—Luke 1 : 68-79. 
The Good Shepherd Guides, 
“To guide our feet” (v. 79). What in 
general are the conditions of sure _ guid- 
ance from the Lord? (1)}:That: he is 
indeed. our Shepherd (Psa, 23). (2) 
That we acknowledge him in all our ways 
(Prov. 3:6). (3) That we lean not to 
our own understanding (Prov, 3:5). (4) 
That we meekly and sincerely desire to 
know his will (Psa. 25:9). (5) That 
we ask (Jas.-1:5). 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: And one of the 
most important conditions of all is found 
in John 7:17. God-is pleased to reveal 
his will to those who are determined to 
do it when it is revealed, Pray for a 
humble and submissive spirit. Of how 
many can Psalm 51:17 be said? 


Fri.—Ezekiel 34 : 11-16, 
Jehovah Cares for His Flock, 

Not all are sheep that look like sheep; 
shepherds likewise, (Read vs. 1 to 10; 
also Matt. 7:15.) “The Lord knoweth 
them that are his” (2 Tim. 2:19), 
whether sheep or shepherds; and no true 
sheep of his can ever be lost (John 10: 
28, 29). The sheep which are “fat and 
strong,” but have no concern for others, 
he will “feed with judgment” (v. 16). 

Prayer SucceEstions: Pray for all your 
loved ones, especially for any from whom 
you may have become estranged, Oh, the 
homes, even Christian homes, in which 
there are indifference and coldness! Pray 
for EVERY home in our Sunday School 
Times family, especially for those where 
there is sadness or sorrow. 


Sat.—Acts 20: 28-35. A Redeemed Flock. 
All three persons of the Godhead have 
a vital concern in “the flock” (v. 28): it 
ig “the church of God”; it is blood-pur- 
chased; it is Spirit-shepherded. The true 
overseer is made so by the Holy Ghost. 


Paul (v. 33), ministering to others rather 
than ‘being ministered unto (v. 34)? 

PRAYER Suacestions: Pray for all 
pastors and church leaders. Pray for 
every official and every department of 
service in your own church.- Pray for 
the strangers that may-haye been attend- 
ing your services and who may not yet 
have had any word of welcome. Have 
you forgotten “how it feels” to be a 
stranger? 


Sun.—Psalm 23. The Shepherd Psalm. 


Jehovah, he who fills the universe, is 
my Shepherd. Jehovah, who fills all time, 
the eternal I Am, is my Shepherd. Je- 
hovah, who fulfils my every requirement, 
he is my Shepherd! How could I want 
with such.a Shepherd? Is -he yours? 

Prayer Succestions: Ask God to help 
you find more time for secret prayer and 
meditation upon his Word. Ask him-to 
help you make your home a center ad 
godly influences. Ask him for your 
tor and his family, and for all the a 
ilies of your church, anu of your com- 
munity. Ask him for the thousands now 
bowing at the family altar throughout 
America. 


Is he also without covetousness, as was | 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 





That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or . 


more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School: Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


USE A PAGEANT! 


PAGEANTS have a charm for the young people. 
Young men and women who could not 
be hired to sing, speak or take part in the usual 
ter program will impersonate a characterin a 
pageant and do it madly. For the sake of holding 
sheir talent for the Fe rvn 
USE A PAGEANT! 


PAGEANTS never fail to draw a tull house. 
USE A PAGEANT ! 
PAGEANTS never pil to please the audience. 
AGEANT! 


Send for our pepe ** Catalog and Sam JR 
64 pages of samples and listings of all kinds of 
programs, services, pageants. A ry will be sent free 
(while. they last) to any pastor, S. S. Supt. or chair- 
man of Program Co Committee. : 








New York, N. ¥. 





_ SUNDAY gemoct. HYMNALS 
Examine both 


MAGNIFICAT 


Sunday School Hymnal 


JUBILATE 


Sunday School Hymnal 
(400,000 in use) 
rintendent: Either of these books in 
your Sundey Schoo will end your “ musical’ troubles. 
Both books. have splendid wom @ of renee, Orches- 
trations. A storehouse AA seveses 
Prices to suit. $30, 0, $45 the hundred, 
according to binding. aS NO for, returnable 
samples, x our expense. EXAMINE 
Send also for Songs for Little | afbeg me 3, for 
beginners and primary. Returnable samples sent, at 
our expense. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 


Nationa Music Co., Western Selling Agents, 
218 S. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, {1l. 











PRAYER DEFINED 
PRAYER ANALYZED. 
PRAYER TO THE FATHER 


PRAYER IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 





PRAYER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 


Earnest Christians will welcome the new book— 


EFFECTIVE PRAYING 


By HENRY W. FROST, D.D. 
Home Director of the China Inland Mission 
A series of vital sides ging the wnecing wines of prevailing prayer 


PRAYER PRINCIPLES 
PRAYER CONDITIONS 
PRAYER PRIVILEGES 
PRAYER WONDERS 
PRAYER TRIUMPHANT 


A book for. hungering hearts 
162 pages, $1.25, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia 
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